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DESCRIPTION OF THE MONUMENT. 



It is not to be doubted that with the completion of the Ben- 
nington Batti.k Monivknt the town of Bennington will have 
one of the most interesting memorial structures yet erected in 
this country. An examination of the plans and of the model for 
the monument in the office of the architect, Mb. J. Pit. Bins, 
in this city, shows at once that it is original in conception, unique 
in character, dignified antl impressive. The location for the 
monument seems to have offered an exceptional opportunity of 
which the architect 1ms been quick to take advantage. The ele- 
vation of the State Arms Hill, some 300 feet above the Wulloom- 
sae Valley, with Mt. Anthony 20011 feet high * mile hack of it to 
the south, presented ut the outset conditions that absolutely tie- 
manded a structure, that should have in itself some of the same 
elements of majesty and grandeur that will constitute its sur- 
roundings and that should tit in as a component part of the land- 
scape. This must have been the underlying purpose of Mr. Uinn 
in developing his plans, and he has succeeded in producing a de- 
sign that cannot fail to be wholly in harmony with the site which 
has been selected for it, and with the spirit of tho event which it 
commemorate*. It was perhaps no easy matter to accomplish 
this, but as we look now at the completed plans and models it 
seems as though the tall, severe shaft really offered the only pos- 
sible satisfactory solution of the problem. And thus it is that 
Bennington will" have a structure that will dignify and honor the 
occasion that has called it into existence. 

The foundation for the structure is now being put in by the 
contractor, Mr. W. II. Ward, of Lowell, Mass. It was discovered 
upon investigation that the solid limestone ledge that constituted 
tin? site selected offered of itself a superb natural foundation solid 
as the everlasting hills and capable of sup)*irting forever any 
building that might be put upon it. On three sides this ledge 
wa* levelled off in order to make a smooth and uniform surface 
and on it the foundation for the monument is now being laid. 
The foundation is 44 feet square at its base and runs up to a 
height of 0 feet, the sides inclining at a slight angle, like a pyra- 
mid, so that at the top it is 37 feel square. The foundation is of 
limestone from the Fillmore quarry, the Htone the greater part of 
which are 7 feet long, 4 feet wide and 2 feet thick, are lakl in ce- 
ment and with cement jiointed joins outside. The ground will be 
graded around this foundation so that about four feet of it will be 
beneath the surface. 

On top of this foundation stands the structure proper. This 
it will be seen from the accompanying engraving,i8 a simple shaft 
in the form of an obelisk, 301 -feet high from foundation to apex. 
It will be huilt of Sandy Hill^dolomite or magnesian limestone. 
At the base the walls are seven feet six inches thick, decreasing 
gradually to a thickness of two feet at the apex. The outside 
will be built with what is known technically as headers and 
stretchers. These are stones cut in long blocks ; the stretchers 
are laid lengthwise and the headers with ends to the outer wall, 
and running through to the inside. The outside wall is thus laid 
until a height of aliout 260 feet is attained, after which all stones 
extend through the walls. Inside, the walls are left in the rough 
natural state of the ruck. The outside walls have a rough finish, 
the limestone being left with a rock or split face. 

At the right angle corners of the shaft where the sides meet 
and also at all windows and other openings the stone is finished 
in quarter-inch draft lines or arris, that is it is finished smoothly 
and along these lines the stone is pitched off and brought on line 
with joints of ashler so that arris and joints come to one plane. 
This device adds much to the artistic beauty of the shaft. It 
breaks what might otherwise be a hardness of line at the corners 
and helps to give the column an airiness and gracefulness that 
constitute one of its most agreeable qualities. The sharpness of 
outline is in no way diminished by this arrangement while it gives 
added ease to the whole structure and what may be termed a 
graceful movement, for the eye is carried thereby involuntarily 
from the base to the apex even after the finished line itself has 
dlsaptiearcd, melting away imperceptiblyas the height increases. 

tor the outside the coarse ashlers or headers and stretchers 
as they have been denominated are laid in courses in random 
lengths The joins between the ashlers will lie filled in with Port- 
land cement and coarse sand. These joins thus pointed concaved, 
smoothly tooled and the color of the limestone rock, give the col- 
umn an air of unity and harmony in finish. The 'JO upper courses 
completing the upper to feet of the shaft arc jottled or bound to- 
gether laterally with half-inch copper rods imbedded in the sur- 
face of the stone and firmly leaded into euch block. A capstone 
crowns the structure. 

At the height of "200 feet up the shaft there is an entablature 
* feet high and 14 feet above this another entablature 12 feet 



high. These entablatures encircle the shaft on all four sides. 
They do not project from the surface but the blocks of stone con- 
stituting them have hammered faces so us to offer a slight con- 
trast to the rough face of the rest of the structure. .A few feet 
above the lower line of the lower entablature on each of the four 
sides of the shaft there is an opening 1 1 feet wide by 1 4 feet high. 
In each of these openings stands a double row of plain columns, 
four of the columns lieing flush with the outer surface of the sliafl 
and the others behind them in the interior. These columns are 
10 inches ajiart and across the front row on the inside are run 8 
three-inch brass rods a foot apart. The back row of columns is ttui«b 
with the inside wall* of the shaft and visiters can pass between 
them and, advancing up to the bronze railing look out u|>on the 
landscape through tin- spaces between the front columns. 

Sixteen feet below these large opening each side has a group 
of five narrow windows that really appear like So many narrow 
slits cut in the column, and again on each side is another similar 
opening or window above and' three others still higher up. Near 
the base are also windows on each side 

On the west a large oak door with bnm/.e grills and trim- 
mings gives entrance to the structure. Over the door is a large 
lintel 4 feet by H feet on which it is intended shall lie carved heads 
of thamnil* Stark, Warner and Allen."' The interior as you enter 
is 22 feet square. The floor is laid on top of the foundation struct- 
ure and is made of North Kivcr (lagging, 0 inches thick. A stair- 
way leads upward into the shaft. This is laid in successiv e flights 
up three sides of the shaft and then on the fourth side there is a 
platform, the same arrangement being then related 
again until the upjier part of the structure is reached, 
eral platforms are lighted by openings in the wall on the south 
side and where the 5 windows have been noted as appearing there 
is a platform or floor of flagging on iron beams with brick arches 
aeross the whole interior space, on the level of the larger col. 
umned opening there is another tlfKir constituting the main outlook. 
This description with the accompanying engraving may give 

rwhen completed, 
jany adequate im- 
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a tolerably gtxsl idea of how the shaft will appe 
It must entirely fall short however of convey in 
preasionof the real beauty of the struct ure. Sc 
vinedfrom an inspection of the large plaster mi 
Mr. Itinu. Here, inadequate as this model inns 
with the completed work, we are made to feel at once its simplic- 
ity, its grandeur and its pure artistic beauty. First of all it im- 
presses you with it* solidity. It stands (irmly without lieing 
agressive but as though it might in its impressive granduer defy 
the ages, as it assuredly will. You feel tliat it means something 
more than a pleasing fancy which unfortunately Is about all there 
is in a great many monumental structures hi this country. There 
is a dignity, a grandeur, a force of character in it that holds you 
strongly. This feeling is no mere figment of the imagination. It 
Is something that must strike anyone who sees the structure and 
is easily explainable by the masterly manner in which the archi- 
tect has adapted certain immutable laws of construction to ex- 
press certain thoughts. Therein has been one of his greatest 
{mints of success. 

Then the beauty of line in the shaft is remarkable. The ar- 
tistic eye will note and appreciate tliis and every olwerver will 
feel it. Take the principal line of the structure as it rises from 
the base to the summit. , There is not a break in it, for the en- 
tablatures and the openings in the walls do not break it in an artis- 
tic sense. It holds to the strength atid solidity of the base at the 
outset and rises with exquisite grace and sensibility to the apex 
until it seems almost to float off into space. The inclination that 
is given to it is admirable and clear-cut without being sharp, soft 
without being weak, it is wholly artistic and licautiful. As the 
shaft stands relieved against the background of Mt. Anthony and 
is looked at from a short distance say from the foot of the hill on 
which it stands these points must l>e more apparent than they 
now are in the model and the effect must be superb. 

Then you cannot fail to lie impressed with the simplicity of 
the structure. There has been no straining after effect, w> at- 
tempt at meretricious ornament The architect has held himself 
firmly and consistently to the idea of making a structure that 
should be beautiful and impressive in itself alone. There are no 
balconies, no conspicuous outlooks in fact nothing of features of 
that character which wmdd give the structure the air of an ob- 
servatory. It is a memorial shaft, not an ol*eiTntory that the 
architect has devised and as such it will forever stand grand in 
its simplicity, beautiful in its airy grucefulness and full of dignity 

Lyman II. Wkeks. 
ngton (Vt.) Earner, August IS, 1SS7. 
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LAYINC OF THE CORNER ST 



August Sixteenth, will pass into history as one of the 
eipal events in the long line of occurrences connected with 
ininpton. As one writer, in reviewing it, says: "The lfith 
v of August 1777. 1*77 au«l 1**7 mark three important aud 
entful epochs in the history of Bennington. One hundred and 
en years ago the victory won for freedom and agianst British op. 
< >ressic>n, tiy the patriotic- Benningtonians under Col. Seth Warner 
and his allies from Massachusetts and New Hampshire, all under 
Gen John Stark, was most potential in turning the tide of war 
m favor of the young Republic. The celebration ten year* ago of 
the centennial of the Battle of Bennington was a most memora- 
ble occasion. The laying of the corner stone of the Battle Mon- 
ument to-day has also been a notable event. The weather was 
pleasant and fully So.ntXi jwople were in town as spectators of, or 
participants in, the celebration." 

The day was ushered in by the ringing of bells and a volley 
from Fuller ltattery encamped here. There were clouds mingled 
with sunshine but no rain or other circumstances to mar the com- 
fort of the occasion. The incoming trains from all directions 
brought crowds of people into town. The -Sir Knights in their 
showy and symbolic dress, the visiting military, the G. A. 1{. and 
the Odd Fellows, soon made our streets alive with organized bod. 
ies who were to make up the parade In the afternoon. The vari- 
ous delegations were met at the depot and escorted to their re- 
sjieciive headquarters which had been provided at the halls of the 
organizations to which each belonged. The governors and their 
starTs were the guests of the Association and were entertained at 
the Putnam. 1 he visiting military companies were Hie guests of 
the citizens of Bennington. Thev were cordiollv received aud 
hospitably entertained. As these all came into town an inkling 
was obtained of what the afternoon's procession would 1* like. 
The evolutions of the Sir Knights, the marching aud movements 
the S-ld Sejmirate company of the New York National Guard, the 
fine appearance of the Berkshire boys (both cadets and Canton 
Colfax), together with what could be witnessed of our own uni- 
formed troojKi and societies, all these seemed to take up the atten- 
tion of the assembled thousands and kept them in good nature 
while anticipatiou was heightened in consequence. 



i UtM ^ t °^ / - M 1 iIan * urrf I:,land Poud ' wh0 « "> »*haU the 
Board, addressed Gow. Oroisbee and formally delivered the nron- 
erty to the State of Vermont. He gave a hLn&rv of its acaui'i- 
State'"" 1 * t,aptatk,a k**!*** for it the pmtecting care^of the 

Governor Ormsbee accepted for the Statfr the noble gift from 
the lieirs of die late Hon. T. W. Park and thu-work of the Trus- 
tees in expending upon it the State's appropriation, and said' that 
so far as his influence could go it would be given to promote a 
constant interest in tl« grateful benevolence thus entered upon. 

Senator Edmunds, was then called out and received with 
hearty applause. He praised the site and its- beautiful surround- 
ings and expressed hi-* pleasure that Vermont liad provided a 
home for the increasing uumlier of her gallant but unfortunate 
sons who helped to save the country in its hours of peril and are 
now, with the advance of years, finding themselves unable to tat- 
tle with thu hardshir* of life. He congratulated the veterans and 
the State upon the good fortune and jjimd mwiagement whith had 
attended the founding of the home arid hoped the State would 
make its capacity equal to the needs that raw arise. 

F.x-Gov. Pingree followed him and spolarof the lively- appre- 
ciation that loyal Vermont has always had M her heroes. She 
recognizes that but for them we should not «o-dav have a great 
and free country that is the pride and prais* of 'all people. To 
them the people owe a debt which can ncvwbe paid, and: the least 
that the public can do is to see that their sufferings are made a* 
light as |x*ssible. 

This ended the speaking, but in conversation Governors Ames 
and Sawyer spoke of the beauty of the home and the remarkable 
economy with which it had beeu secured atfid adapted. It was 
learned from the Trustees that about fifty applications have been 
made for admission to it, but it will accommodate only ."1*. ami 
the next legislature will have to be asked for an appropriation for 
additional quarters. The veterans and the Trustees. spoke in 
equal praise of Superintendent aml Mrs Coffey. 



governor's l>AV. 

At ten o'clock the formalities of Governor's Day in Camp 
Col. Seth Warner occurred. The brigade wks reviewed hy (Jov. 
Ormsbee, commander-in-chief In this pleasant duty he was ae- 
eompaiiied by Governors Sawyer of New Hampshire and Ames of 
Massachusetts who liad arrived just in time to participate. The 
three Governors wen? attended as they inspected the brigade 
by Gen. Greenleaf and his full staff as well as by their own. 

Among those invited by Gov. Ormsl>ee as guests (2.) in alt) 
we note Senator Edmunds, Kx-Governors Ilolbrook, Fairbanks, 
Barstow and Pingree of Vermont, State Treasurer DuBois aud 
Secretary of State Porter, Com. E. T. Woodward, representing 
the Government, and many other notables. Included also were 
several of our prominent citizens, members of the Monument As- 
sociation and the editors of the local papers. Governor's Day this 
year was one of irreat brilliancy, owing not only to the fine appear- 
ance and discipline of the brigade, but also to the presence of dis- 
tinguish^! citizens and the overshadowing importance of what 
was to immediately follow. The very great improvement in the 
bearing of the Vermont National Guard after a few days in camp 
was never more noticeable than on this occasion. As the troops 
jtassed in review the breast of all Vermonters swelled with pride 
as they heard the compliments showered upon them by visitors 
from other States, As the linnuer said at the l>eginning of these 
historic events :•• The Green Mountain Boys of 1*H7, will take 
rank with those of 1*01 and 1777. although each must jio&s into 
renown in their respective spheres." 



At 11 oclock the formalities attending the dedication of the 
Vermont Soldiers' Home took place. 

The Governors of Vermont, Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire and most of the prominent military guests, together with 
the militia officers and many old soldiers assembled at the .Sol- 
diers' Home where, after music. Gen. Win. Wells. Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, called the assemblage to order and intro- 



Precisely at the hour announced the- grand proeowum foro»ti. 
The Troy Times' special places the tunaber in line- at :-i..ioi> and 
the number of Masons in town at l,0m\ The Chief JftuwhnU OJ.. 
Hooker, and Gen Greenleaf had agreul that the hand of Uhe col- 
umn start at one o'clock whether ther*- were an yone-to full into the 
rear or not. It was just at the doer- when the First Itrigwte 
halted at tlx* spot indicated below, and the procession moved 
down Main street- Thin was not altogether umiticifMted by 
those who had witnessed, from the rurandas of the PittJMtn and 
Stark house*. Col. Hooker give hi* orders for an hour previous. 
Nothing could have bum seen in the streets at that hour but a 
dense mass of people and mounted aids moving here and there. 
At camp much the same order of things wad apparent. Gen. 
Greenleaf, Col. Kstey and Maj. Hood were coolly i-wning their or- 
ders and awaiting the signal. When, however, the lines did move 
the street* were cleared as if by magic and the long and imposing 
column passed in review of the thousands lining both skies of the 
streets until the site of the monument was reached. There was 
no delay or break anywhere, and the procession was as well seen 
within a few rods of starting as farther down. It is safe to sav 
that no finer line was ever seen in Vermont. Perhaps there have 
been larger numliers, at the Centennial in 1877, for instance, but 
none more im|xtsing and beautiful. The town presented a holi- 
day appearance, nearly every house and place of business on the 
line of march and streets upon which the formations were made, 
being one lino of flags and other decorations. On Pleasant street 
the residence of Hon. A. B. Valentine, headquarters of Gov.Onns- 
bee, displayed a large nag tastefully hung in festoons. The wav- 
ing of plumes, the Hashing of swords, the glitter of shoulder 
straps and gdt accoutrements presented a pleasing spectacle. 
Space will not admit of an itemized report of the other and el«l>- 
ornte decorations. The Kev. J. S. Mkhaud displayed the National 
flag above the green flag of Ireland. 

THE PROCKSSIOX 

Formed at the junction of Pleasant, L'niou and Main streets 
in Bennmgtou Village, at lii30p. m, and moved at 1 o'clock sharp, 
down Main street to Bennington Centre in, the order following: 
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Tolled state* Maribal J..un Vu .blnaon, npiMl. J 
«»'"»»|t«M»,. 
Chief \ur.h*ic«t. w. Hooker. 

Haiu-y Crxeby and W titer (i Pratt .tan-lard haar- 
m. 

(Stall, compoeed ul prominent clllien* of Ver- 
mont. New HauipaUlre, XuMdmciu 
and Saw York.) 
Jono S Lyman, ihlef of «taJt . 
K»-<»..v 8 E riniree, i v.l w c ||,>]bn>«.U K Ide, 
X I llawley ,•» 1- Martin, GeuS WowroJ. J A 
Tnvlor, Dt Fred Peltee, I» H 0 Petlee. H F 
Brook*. C F R .leaner. Calvin Glleon, J T 

Mt.tr Hartley Canii..i. J H K ..1.1. I. C M 

MM Frank iut, Mill* Brown, n Tltna, 
.1 W MeUerely I> H tkablard. <lr.. A Brigs*. 
W U Minor, F. (i rnal, .1 K H.t.L. r > I 
W...l««r.l. u w Hrowtiaow, O M Barber, J L 
lifkw Col W II Wright, Col TLa.1 M Chap- 
■ul. Urn L G K inf. la v. Card S M Ix.rr, Mai 
Hugh II llniaer Treoor L Park. W H Bred- 
lortl, Dr b C .launev, LSI Nortou.O N Powora, 
L N Krau*. A J lhawev, K It denning*, Mftl M 
c Holl, Col LeGrnj,.ICTlM>H«, 11 ■ Vm. I !• 
MaJ W H Ch.M, iMir A Gneeetl. W W Bulk- 
toy, Col A 8 Tracey. and Sldnev ltidn*a*. 
Flret Regiment Military baud, Fred C LeiHeiBgar, 
Leader, 'B pteee*. 
Prat Brlgadi. VNO.M men. 
Brig-Gen William L Oreeuleaf omujuaudlag. 
(Pol .lulliu.l K.«te> conituaiidlng Flrel Haglroaiit; 
Ma) Ire.. It II. di.l,c..iii.in.Lii.lliJH provisional 
battalion. 

Flrat H^trluioi.l Military IUn.1 f»ram Cnrpe. 

Grand Anny of the Republic, Cat* •>« Froat.Sen- 
wr Vice Department CooiaoaMer mnI ttJ.IT . 
W 0 .Seht-onder adjutant. 

ISO lueu lli Hue with Cueler Puet, Chaa K Grave* 
Prat C-on&iuaiidvr. Of tlt.r*^ were represented 
I' •> l Roberta, No 14, Hutland, E C Wehatar 
commanding, Poal Sklnt»CT.No IM.MancbetteT, 
.T..liu Hlai-kmerr.Jiiitiiatj.llDj;. Prat Wood. No 
SM. Huuaer* Fella, N Y L K Wortleu oonv 
niaiullng. P- at Vaughn, No TO, Itanbr, W II 
B*Hul,ri_>niniBJaUug. 

Bennington Itettlu Mnauiuanl Aaeoclatloo, and 
CiarnRiltlrew. 
Governor < .f Vtnmmii and Staff , 

K.'| IfW.lnl .V >' I * . S ...... LI! - :i' , 

Et-Oot Prrar-.lt. Prraldetil of the Ikty. 
Cobgr«aa»u.n Stawart, Orator of the XMf. 



Hla Kxeelk-ney Charier II Sawyer, governor of 

New llampahlre. atxl atari. 
Hla EareUetiey Ullrer Aniaa. Kovamor uf Mara* 

eeaaetta, aim atnlT. 
.lutlge* of ilia Vermont Supreme Court. In car- 

riafea aa fulloaa. 
No 1— tloverwor K.I OrmaDee of Varutofit, K«-t;.iy 

B F IT.--. 11 of New Hami-hlrr, CM K H 

Sftialter reftrraenlliiir ruitial SLatea < lovaru- 
• .mi, anil (ran T S Park. 
No - liorernot C H Sawyer anal Ailjulatit tUnar- 
at Aellnx of New Hamuahir»;tJ.»erti.ir tlllvar 
AUMW anil Adjutant tlerwral IMltou of Maua- 
cbuaetta. 

No 3 — yuartermaater treneral (liltuora, lieuten- 
ant K U CattlB of the reg-iilar army.la>|iaebir 
(letieral Wheeler, yuarterioarlee Ijeatwral H 
1. Portoe of New llamfMhtre. 

No 4 — duryeuai Ueneral llranch of Ooramiw th-mr- 
hee'a ataff , aval Col Newman and Col Neil of 
flor Auiea* atatt, and Juih/e .1 11 Hellowa "f 
New HaJn|whlre, 

No ,1 — Col F H Htranahatl "I OOV tlrmrliee'a ataff. 
C<d ■> hi Me.lntoah,C'.l II F Uartlett of Govvr- 
iiiw Autea' ataff, anil Col A L Kmeraon of Gov. 
Sawyer'* atattT. 

No a— Col Win A CrnniMe and Col 'L M Mauaur of 
Gov ImatWi aUlT, Col W V. S|otii|.l{tu> of 
Gov Saayvr'a ataff, anil Col Hletiard F Iwrt- 
lett of taov Aluaa' atalf. 

No 7-Col l> K Hall and Col R K HhiLiwu of Gov 
Orauabre'a atarT, Col S M Hlrharda and 1M U 
II Wella of Gov Sawy er a atalf . 

No a— t.'ol li E May of Gov Orwiahee'a atalf mid 
other*. 

Teansle Military Bautl. K.aatlek Fall*, tn pleewa 
TM i jtarule Com|au> . U.-nlek Fall*. N V. X G. 
of New York, iht men. Cant C W E<ldy. 
oomtaandlng. 
t."a.let rrT«mC«inia. 
North Adatni Ctuleta, Imlejietwlaiit C..ni|.any. \\ 
mam, Capt Harry Kmc roanlttaiullng. 
Cantou CinIiii IrTum Corjia. 
Canton Oolfaa, No HI. I UO F.N.wth Adatna.Maaa, 
2S Clieveller*, Cant P M Farley, taiminaii.l- 

mu 

Canto* Beajiliurton. No f , »l Cbevellar*. Ca|at X 

M Puffer.eoanmanillng, 
CanUra Paleatlne So y.llralllelair.. ,3J< lieiellera, 
Uapt K It |rarker^*o"in.aiiallug. 



alatOXI-. D1V1*I.IS. 

Hhjht Woiahlfful Th.wua* S Millar, deputy grand 
Marahal. 

Maaehka'* band.Trny.N V 3» pluee*, C H Maarhke, 
Ixajner. 

Tafl Coininat|.»ery, Urnnlnflnn, O S Maltlann, K 

C. , 9> men aa aarairt. 
AJimlram laodge No 43, I II Hrneh. W M.DU nani. 
whlrh eiwnpriaed In It* ranka niamhen of 
Lodge* from Arllugttm, Pawlet 
and other plaeaa. 
M..titit Anlli.Miy l^.lrr. No t;l. Hannlrigt.m. H I. 
HUllann. W M.atiman, which oitn]in»e.l In 
It* rank* member* of half** from No. 
Bennington Pownal, Ihuibv H«aa 
alek FaUa, X Y. ami other 
Urwna. 
Knight* Tauiidar, 
Eminent .lohu K Pllllaa, grand raiilaln general, 
ITVIth 2B0 Sir Knight* [a line. In renter of llneuf 
.Maraeile llirl*TiaiwaaHutlaiidc<^nel tatnd 
C A Col Una lender. I) plecea, 
Cannsnanileviea aerbig a* aaoort to Grand Com- 

uiandery were a* follow* ; 
Kllllngtou Cominanilery. BTo G. Holland, W F 
1-ewV K C. 

PaleaUne. No S. St Jiahnahory, K F Griawold X G. 
Mt. Calvery. No 1, Mlddlabniry. F X Mancliealar, 

KC. 

Ml. XI'Wi. No «, Montpeller and Northnokl. .1 F 

Wathburu, EC. 
OAvera of Grand OminaaBdory : Amoug whauu 
were Sir Ilelo* M Baoon.K E CrandCnuiiand- 
(ft Sir Will F Lewi* V E Iiejiuly GtainlC.an- 
maDder; Sir Frank II Biuk-.ui.E Grain] Traaa- 
wrer: Sir Warren G Keyii.duV, K Grand Re- 
conler. and other*. 
Grau.1 Uahje of Vi.rm.Mil(aee Maemlc iimoeaaloa J 
Moid W.watiliifwl William Ruuell BnrleIgh.tlraB.1 

Maeter of Xew Haau|ahlra. 
Wiawbinful Wm ParkmaB. t G 11 refireaentlng 

the Gran.1 Maaterof Maaaaeliuaetu. 
M .I W..ralil|>rul Alfrtal A Hull, Grand Maater of 
Vnnuunt •tieanUd by M.at WoralUpful 
Clue H IWhlnraan Gran.1 Muster of 
Xertll Car. • II mi 
Fuller Battery, Cant Uivl K Fuller oommandlng. 



I'UEMMIX.VIIY TO THE i KREMONIKS. 

As the Fuller Buttery reached Main street in Hennin^t.ni 
Centre, it (tashefl vnpidly ii]> to the site of the old OntinentAl 
storehouse where it iinh r jnl*n-d and Bred a salut«<if thirteen uuiis, 
which aiiiioliuced the formal oi*ptiin<; nf the rfirner stone exercises. 
Sentefl on the sjtcuker'n |ilutfi>rni nrnnnd the monument were Kx- 
Got. B. K. Presoott of New llnmpshire, Presklent of the Ben- 
nington Battle Monument Association, <Jov. Oliver Antes of Mas- 
Sttciiusetts, {tOv. C. B. Snwver of New Il.imjisliuc. and Gov. E. J. 
»>rnisl)ee. Senator (ieo. K. Kilnmnds, (Vmgrejvstnan John \V. Stew- 
art, orator of tlie day, and Conjrressman William W. IJrout of 
Vermont. A second stand w.w oeeupied by the staffs of the three 
fiovernors and by such well known Vermonter* as ex-(iov. Hor- 
ace Fairbanks, ex-Gov. Samuel E. I*infjree, ex-Uov. Jolui L. Bar- 
stow, ex-Gov. Frederick Holbrook, Col. B. B. Smalley, CJen. Wm. 
Wells. .ludifc H. II Powers, Jndge. J. W. Kowell, I'ol. Krunklin 
Fairbanks, State Treasurer DuBois, Secretary of State Porter, 
Secretary of Finance Pa^e, (ien. P. P. Pitkin, Col. John C. Stearns, 
Hon. James K. Batchelder, Gen. T. S. Peek, Gen. William H. Gil- 
more. Col. Albert Clarke, CoL F. S. Stranalian, Col. William .V. 
Crombie, Col. D. K. Hall, Col. Z. M. Mnnsur, Col. B. E. Hathoni, 
Col. lie May, Interstate Commissioner A. F. Walker, Hon. War- 
ren Gibbs, Hon. Daniel Itoberta, Hon. B. L>. Harria, Gen. H. K. 
Ide and Col. T. C Fletcher. lT|ion this stand were also seated 
the memliers of the Monumunt Association's Board of Directors, 
the Building and sjiecial cfimmitteeti. 

The platform occupied by the (Srand I/txlge and Grand Com- 
nuuidery waa situated Just south of the corner stone. The stone 
is seven feet long, three feet wide and two feet and seven inches 
thick, and will weigh more than five tons. The receptacle within 
it is two feet long, one foot wide and eight inches deep. In thU 
receptacle was placed a copper box, and within the box were placed 
the articles as read by tlve < Jrand Secretary and enumerated below. 
Another stand had lawn prepared, just to the right of the second 
•stand, on the sunt h-cist corner, and upon this the Monument Com- 
mittee had provided ample accommodations for the press, the First 



Regiment Band and the vocalists of Bennington and Berkshire 
men, mentioned in the proper place tielow. 

MAKuftlC CEREMONY. 

The order of Masonic procession and ceramony used at the 
laying of the corner stone of the Bennington Battle Monument, 
August IB, was as follows: 

The preliminary regulations were : The Brethren will ap- 
jiear dressed in black suits, with white gloves and aprons, wear- 
ing their appropriate jewels. 

The grand lixlge will be ojier.fjd on the Third Degree, at the 
Hall of .Mount Anthony Iaodge, No. 13. and after necessary pre- 
cautions are given will lie called from labor. 

The procession will be formed at 12:30 ip. in., under the di- 
rection of Chief Marshal, Col. George W. Hooker, and will con- 
sist of .Military, Civic and Masonic Divsions. 

These ofliwrs of the Grand I/odge participate in the proces- 
sion anil ceremonies : 1L\ W.\ Alfred A. Hall, grand master; If.-. 
W.\ George W. Whig, deputy graud master; It: W.\ Delos M. 
Bacon, grand senior warden ; K. W. John H. Whipple, grand jun- 
ior warden ; R> W. Clias. W. Whitcomb, grand treasurer ; R. W. 
laivant M. Read, grand secretary; W.\ Warren G. Reynolds, as- 
sistant grand secretary; W. Wm. J. Sperry, grand senior deacon ; 
W. Rignev D. Marvin, grand junior deacon ; W. M. Willson John- 
son, grand Uvturer ; W. Rev. Edwin Wlnrelock, grand chaplain ; 
W. Rev. Kretlerick S. PLsher, assistant :.i.ind cii.iplain : W. liar 
ley G. Sheldon, grand marshal ; W. Thomas S. Miller, deputy 
grand marshal ; W. J. Halsey Adams, grand pursuivant ; W. Ku- 1 
gene S. Leonard, grand sword bearer ; W. Daniel C. 'RarlNfr, W. 
Asaph T. Taft, grand stewards; W. laiifayette Super, grand tyler; 
llni. J. Ph. Rinu, principal architect; Bin. tllin Scott deputy ar- 
chitect and inspector. 

THE MASONK' PUOCESSION 

was formed in the followiug order, under the direction of W. 
Thomas S. Miller, Deputy Marshal : 



Templar Eeeort. 
Craft Coliuiiiunlery No. 8, Bennington) 
Tyler, u lib driiw it «word. 

Slaaler Maa.au*. 
Two lt.ur.iiu, with rod*.. 
Sarrelarle* ami TrcarnreT*. 
I*ual Maater*. 
Royal Arch Miteoue. 
Suhorilinato Cuiinuindariea, 
V. Km- diahu R- Pdting. Grand Cataain General, 
(irttnd Conunaiatery of VeriBoiit In form of a tri- 
angle u« »pon' a! eaeorl to the Grand Lodge, 
It. Em. la-loa M. Itaeou. Gr.«n.l < '..lutnander. 

Grandl laalge, nudcr charge 
of W. Ilarley G. SbaldoB. Gtiuid MarahaL 



Grand Tyler, vritli draw n aw. ml. 
Grand Sleuarila, with r,ala, 
Prln.-tiial Ar»-ti1t.-.-t. vithaipiurr. level aiel plumb, 
Grand Seeretat) andtlnand Tr«uw>urvr, 
l;i lil* ,N.| mrr and Cotupaaae*. 
oarrUal by Maater of n laalre, •ti|a}M>ned by two 
stewanl*. 

Grind Chaplain nod Aa»l*laitt Grand Chuplidn. 
Tier rtve llv>lrra In \i . :: i. : ■.- 
Puat Grand Warden*. 
Pnal [hepuly Grand yiaatuiw. 
Puat Gralul Maatnra. 
Gt.uid .lwltl.Hr WitnleB, rarryllg vtlver reaael wlOi 
oil. 



I 

1 



*lf««l H*»|i>r W*r.I*ti. A4rryUi|| *-i)*«'r w-tl» 

» Ilia*.' 

lV|>uly OmtirJ Mn«t«-r. i-Mrrj.ii,,; gr.l-l»r« vetJ-wl 

k itfa ooni. m 
M*«Ut ut tlta olittttt IihIc*. rjurylux Uonk °' 

MltUlkiiM, 

Onuiit ]*iin*u|Tmiit. , M 

l*r Wtw, l-ar.iiaiii ..if Miii>Mr1iu»<'tt», rri'n*- 
MinllHK linuul J|:u-lrr. M*l CKw- H- 
t*..tof!rait.. M»tt*r uf Nurtti ."nT'-llit*- . 
M. W. AKml A. HiOt. Hraal .Muter, »%■•! 

UmovMi 

GrutNl Kwnnl lWr«>r. wtili thnwn *n»r**- 
Fuller ItaUrtry.C-H.i Uvl K. Knllrr. o<*> t * ,, * ,> '* 
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LA riXti OF THE CORNER 8T0NK 



At noon the Battery tired a National salute of 3* jiiiis. 

The prooessiou on "arriving at the ground where the Monu- 
ment is to be erected will open to the right and left, and. uncov- 
ering, the Grand Master, hi* officers, the Chief Magistrate, and in- 
vited guests while the battery tires a saluta of 1U guns, will pass 
through the lines together with the escort, and the rest of the 
brethren will be massed in the jiositioti assigned to them, while 
music is rendered by the band. 

The Marshals Command. Silence : 

Overture— Zawpa— Herold by First Regiment Military Band 
Fred. C. Leitsinger, Leader. 

ISTKOJ>t« ToUV RKM VKKS BV EX-<iiiV. PKESl OTT. 

Luditt uml GtittlittuiH : — We meet ou historic ground. We 
formally commence a work which has long lieen in contemplation 
and long been due to the memory of the brave men wins one hun- 
dred and ten years ago UMlay. on yonder Held, surrounded by al- 
most insurmountable difficulties, poorly clad and scantily equip|>ed, 
without discipline or preparation, but led by heroic leaders, and 
with strong anus and hearts, and with a determination never be- 
fore excelled, if ever equalled, won a complete victory over a well 
equipped, well disciplined, and well officered invading army 
all admit was one of the most decisive Unties of the Revolution- 
ary war. The monument here to be erected is to commemorate 
that event, and will forever stand as a witness to the bravery 
and patriotism of the ]iarticipanls in that struggle. The corner 
stone to this towering structure is now to be laid by the Grand 
Lodge of Free Masons of the State of Vermont, who have been in- 
vited U> perforin that interesting and time-honored ceremony. I 
now introduce the Most Worshipful Alfred A. Hall, Grand Mas- 
ter, who will proceed to the duty assigned him. 



UKsKiNsK *V olUNli M.VSTKR MUX. 

In accepting the task of laying the corner stone Grand Master 
Hall very happily alluded to this historic spot where stood the 
first orator of Bennington's Battle anniversary (a» well as the first 
Grand Master of this Grand Lodge) ori the memorable day of Aug- 
ust 10th, 177s. He accepted the lal>or and proceeded: 

Grand Master. — No man or body of men should enter uixui 
any great ami important undertaking without first invoking the 
Blessing of Deity. You will therefore attend while prayer is of- 
fered by the Grand Chaplain. 

IUTU 

Fat/ier, we conic from far and from DOT to lay the comer stone 
of this monument which Is to commemorate the deeds of the fath- 
ers. May it speak of courage and love of country to the remotest 
posterity and l>e a jierpetiial reminder to the incoming millions of 
this great laud, of the blessings of God on a virtuous ami intelli- 
gent people, who walk uprightly and spank the truth in their 
hearts and lay their institutions in righteousness, that they may 
be more enduring than this granite and never fail. Merciful Fath- 
er, grant, we most humbly beseech Thee, that being united in the 
POM! of a free and hist Government, and in a valor that never 
falters in the day of trial, and in all the tender ties of humanity, 
we may also lie united, as one vast and godly nation, In the stronger 
Kinds thut can never I*- broken, the love of God, the grace of 
Christ, the communion of the Holy Spirit, and the presence of 
angels, arch angels holding their banner of love and protection 
.over us evermore and evermore. And long may we continue to 
exist, as a beautiful and holy country, sharing in the joys of lmun- 
tiful prosjierity and the honors, purity and truth, until we ara all 
transfigured into the sweet delights and rctuiions of Heaven, 
through Him who has loved us and hitherto guided Us. and unto 
whom be praise and glory ami honor world without cud. Amen. 

Response— .So mote It lie. 

Grand Master.— Brother Grand Senior Warden, the Grand 
I-odge of Vermont hiiving been invited to lay the coiner stone of 
the Monument to 1* here erected in commemoration of the victory 
achieved by the patriots of the Revolution, August ltith, 1777, it is 
mv order that the Grand Lodge do now proceed to the perform- 
ance of that most important ceremony. Communicate this order 
to the Grand Junior Warden and he to the craft for their govern- 
ment. 

Grand Senior Warden. — Brother Grand Junior Warden, it is 
the order of the M. W. Grand Master, that the corner stone of the 
Monument here to be erected, lie now laid with Masonic honors. 
Communicate this order to the craft for their government. 

Grand Junior Warden. — Brethren, it is the order of the M. W. 
Grand Master, that the corner stone of the Monument here to be 



erected lie now laid with Masonic honors. Take notice and gov- 
ern yourselves accordingly. 

Grand Master. — I declare the (irand I/wlge ready to proceed 
with the ceremony. 

NUNC. 

"What Shines so Bright," by Kreutzer. 

Double male quartette. Messrs. Edwin Humphrey ( Adams, 
Miiss.i and H. I. Norton (of Bennington), tenors; Merritt B. Mor- 
gan. Albert MacDonald, :!d tenors; H. L. Hover, Huliert Downs, 
1st bass; K. A. Booth (of Bennington), Fred A. F'lagglof Boston; 
•Jd Imss. This choir rendered all the vocal music of tl 



Dr. A. S. M. Chisholm was the leader. 

Grand Master. — Brother Grand Secretary, you will read n 
list of the contents of the box to 1* placed in the corner stone for 
the benefit of future generations. 

Grand Secretary." — Obeys as follows: 
Holy Bible, Gov Hall's Early History of Vermont, Rev. Isaac 
Jenning's Memorials of a Century, Itev. Isaac Jeuning's Histori- 
cal Account relating to the Battle Monument, Manuscript copy of 
the contract for the erection of the Monument, Biographical En- 
cyclo|iedia 19th Century. Verrnotil ; Copies Bennington Bannkr, 
newspaper ; Copies Bennington Reformer, news|W|ier ; other Ver-_ 
nioiit newspapers, Troy and New York newspapers. Printed laws' 
relating to Monument,' Battle of Bennington and Vermont Cen- 
tennial Forlies' Vermont CeiitenniaL History of Odd Fellowship, 
Report of Masonic Grand Lodge of Vermont, IH*7; Official pro- 
gramme of laying corner stone, August Kith, iss" ; Masonic cere- 
monies hiving corner stone, Vermont, Bennington Centennial 
Memorial Medal, Bank notes of the Banks in Beiuiington, Copper 
coins. Brigade order and roster, regimental order from Adjutant 
General's office for muster of 1**7. Of the aliove the medal was 
contributed bv Dr. C. P. Thayer of Boston, Mass. ; copper coins 
by Thos. S. Miller of St. Albans and Mrs. S. M. Sibley. She also 
presented the Farmer's Almanac. The history of Odd F'ellow- 
ship was written by H. L. StiUsou and donated for this purpose 
Grand Lodge, Copy of Bannkb contained cut of 
ird History written by Chas. M. Bliss. Mr. 
_»' Historical Account was in manuscript. 
Grand Master— Brothers (.rand Treasurer and Grand Secre- 
tary, you will superintend the plating of the I ox in the proper 
receptacle. 



by Vermont G 



fDone.] 
Hymn. " 



ly inn.'" America, " double quartette, band joining. 

Mr rouutry, '1 Is S llm, 
- timid of liberty. 



My BStlre country, tin*— 
ljuid .if tli* rmble free— 

Tbr name I lor« : 
1 lore thy sicks mini oils. 
Thy wis*!. Mid temM'st hllte: 
My be-in with ruilart thrill* 

Like I list shore. 

Our lathers' Ot*l ' toTbesv 
AnUiii of liberty, 

Ti> The* we stag. 
Uilk* tusy our Isjss be bright 
With rw*d"lir> huly lluht : 
Proteet us b) Thy rnhthc, 

Ores! lisul, <mr Klttg ! 

(irand Master — Most Worshipful and Right Worshipful 
Brothers you will assist me in siqierintendiiig the placing of the 
corner stone. • 

(•rand Master. — Brother Grand .Marshal, you will see that the 
Craftsmen lower the Stone in accordance with Masonic form. 

Solemn music will he rendered by the band ; the Stone will 
be lowered with three distinct pauses, the public grand honors 
lieuig given by the members of the Grand Lodge at each pons*, 
ami a gun by" the Uittery at each event. 

The Principal Architect presents the square, level and plumb 
to the Grand Master, who present! them to the Deputy (irand 
Master, (irand Senior Warden and (irand Junior Warden. 

Grand Master. — R. W. Deputy (irand Master, what is the 
jewel of your office ? 

Deputy (irand Master. — The Square. 

Grand" Master.— What are its Moral and Masonic uses? 

Deputy (irand Ma-tcr— To square our actions by the square 
of virtue and prove our work. 

Grand Master.— Apply the implement of your office to that 
portion of the foundation stone that needs to lie proved and i 
report. i 

(Done.) 
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LA YlXti OF THE COJlXEIi STOXE. 



Deputy Grand Master.- Most Worshipful, I fliul the 



to 



be square ; the Craftsmen hav 
Grand Master. — R. W. 

jewel of your office 't 

Grand Senior Warden.- 
Grand Master. — What 
Grand Seuior Warder 

its use is to trv horizons 
Gnuid Master— A| 

foundation stone and m 

Graud Senior Wan 
be level ; the Cruftsmer 

Grand Master.— H 
jewel of your office r 

Grand Junior Wi 

Grand 

Grand 
duct an<| we use it to £ 



■ 



ue their dutv. 

Warden, 



what is the 



Junior Wa» 
Master. — W 
Junior Wai j, 



several edges of the 



' and Masonic uses ': 
•eminds us of equality and 

Mit of your office to the 



lipful, I find the stone to 
•.heir duty. 

: Warden, what is the 



and Masonic uses ? 
■.-aches Rectitude of Con- 

of your office to the 
ike report. 



Grand Junior Warded 
stone is plumb and the Cn 

Grand Master.— Must \ 
of Massachusetts and the G. 
you satisfied with the severs 

Grand Masters of Massot 
are, _.-r-^* 

Grand Master. — The Conn.. *»fbiie lias been tested by the 
proper implements of Masonry, I Dud that the Craftsmen have 
skillfully and faithfully performed their duty, and I do declare 
the Stone well formed, true and trusty, and correctly laid accord- 
ing to our Ancient Craft (Volley fired by the battery.) 



J, 1 find that the 
led their dutv. 
the Grand Master 
Hampshire, are 

-Jamp&hire. — We 



Music by Dr. Cutler. 



I OXSKCBATION H VMS. 

(Adapted.) 



Katbar .it lira aaal U»hl. 
Our bearl* iu k>*« uull* 

"IV* atflg Thy bralaa, 
Tbmi »Un lu 4»rku«-a ,1-iae. 
Awl light frnii tlutm trot*. 
Wa li*r« Tbv aW Itm'ke; 
Qalda ail our waya. 



ll-m! fr -rn 7ft, HefttwAlyt 
AjmI on thla Corner Stood, 

Which hare «« lay 
Grant that a ocilima f Air 
lfr Lavel Fliuah ajid rajaa/a 
May rlae In beauty rare, 

To gTMo tha ilay. 

That nam In Refiatngvm. 
Wbara heroaa wimi fwiwan 

Anil bravaly fought, 
Ttob mwisirMUll «»y "lawl 
A baaofm In la- 1 ■ 



JJaJeatlcalW utaMte.1 
And tvtiUly wrvtiafht. 

< Elements of consec ration were presented as follows : Corn, 
by H. W. Putnam, Esq., wine, by H. s. Brawn, from graph grown 
near the site of the Monument -_M years ago; oil. by Dr. H. C. I>ay.) 

Grand Master.— Lot the Elements of Consecration now be 
presented. 

The I teputy Grand Master scatters corn u|xm the Btoue, saying : 
Deputy Grand Master. — 1 |iour tliis corn as an emblem of 
plenty. May the blessing of bounteous Heaven be showered upon 
uh and upon all like patriotic undertakings and inspire the hearts 
of the people with virtue, wisdom and gratitude. 
I tesponee. — So mote it be. 

HYMN.— Tufle, Hamburg. 
Wbeu of i.M la Israel. 

Our early llrellireti aruugbt with loll. 
Jelne/ah', aleMlng* Ibeeii fell, 

111 RU-ia-en, .>! c*rn aixl a-|tir awl oil. 

The Grand Senior Wanlen pours wine upon the stone, saying: 
Grand Senior Warden. — 1 pour this wine as un emblem of joy 
and gladness. May the Great Ruler of the Universe bless ana 
prosper our National, State and Muninipal Governments, preserve 
the friendship and brotherly love that shall endure through all 
time. 

Hesiwnse.— So mote it be. 



Wbea ilicra > Shrine i.. Him alone. 

They built, wllh w.H-.hI|. -m I., full. 
Oh threaliulit uaj un corner Mori- 
They |HMire,l eut c»rn aoil wine and i»il. 



The Grand Junior Warden pours oil upon the stone, saying : 
Grand Junior Wanlen. — I pour this oil as an emblem of peace. 
May its blessings abide with us continually, and may the Grand 



Master of Heaven and earth shelter and protect the widow and 
orpliaii, shield and defend them from the trials and vicissitudes 
of the world, and so bestow His mercy upon the bereaved and af- 
flicted and sorrowing, that they may know sorrowing and trouble 
no more. 

Response. — So mote it be. 

(Thlr.1 Saatiia.) 

, fraternal* barul*. 

oil. 



And w* liareoorue, trateniali :* 



The Grand Master strikes the stone three times with the gavel, 
saying: 

Grand Master.— In the name of the Grand Lodge of Free and. 
Accepted Masons of Vermont, I do dedicate this Corner Stone to 
Virtue, (one gun, Loyalty, (one gun) and Potriotisni, (one gun) 
and may Heaven's most gracious blessing rest upon the noble 
work here begim and bring it to a speedy and successful termin- 



AHOHK9S OP TUB ORANI) MAST Kit. 

In concluding the Masonic ceremony, M. W. Alfred A. Hull, 
spoke in substance, as follows : 

Mr. I'reriJciit, your Excellency, ttrui Qaitlemen : — Here on 
this consecrated ground, a llttlejnore than a century ago, Noah 
Smith, fresh from collegiate honors at Vale, pronounced the first 
eommemotative address. A few years later, after having ascend- 
ed the ladder of judicial fame in this state, he assisted in fonu- 
iug the Grand Lodge of Vermont, and was its first Graud Master, 
holding the office and discharging its duties with credit to himself 
and honor to the fraternity from 171M to 1T97. 

It seems peculiarly lining that the Grand Lodge he labored 
to establish should be' called u|>on to lay the corner stoue of a 
monument that so long as granite shall endure will stand in per- 
petual commemoration of the deeds of patriotism aud valor ex- 
hibited on this historic field, and by symbolic lesson teach the 
millions to come after us duty, loyalty and heroism. 

From time immemorial, at the request of emperors and kings, 
priests and laymen, republics, states and municipalities, the Fra- 
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons has performed this service ; 
the Una of Masonic history in the Old World and the New is dot- 
ted with similar occasions ; in our own country we have the not- 
able example of the President of the United States assisted by 
his own I/odge, and the Grand Ixidge of Maryland, laying the 
comer stone of the first Capitol in Washington in 1798 

Masons ever mindful of their connection with operative ma- 
sonry have l»een encmnugers and promoters of the art, and have 
assisted by contribution, influence and ceremony in making pos- 
sible and impressive the erection and dedication of temples, pyra- 
mids and monumental piles for grand and nobis purposes. 

To-day it is our pleasure ana our pride to join the citizens of 
this commonwealth, not only as masons but citizens as well, in 
laying the foundation of a monument that is to mark one of the* 
grandest achievements of the Revolution. 

In the emphatic language of Brother Smith it may truthfully 
be said that "to the effects of this action must be attributed in a 
considerable degree the series of successes that subsequently at- 
tended our arms." And how truthful were bis prophetic words 
[177M] : " This establishes our indo|iendHnoe and must soon put 
a jwriod to the calamities of war." Standing in the immediate 
presence of the fruits of that engagement he fully recognized the 
debt of gratitude due to those who had accomplished such a vic- 
tory, and commenting further says : Are these the effects of the 
Battle of Bennington ? Are these the prospects which attend 
the Republic of America r Then what laurels are due to Stark 
and those Ixild asserters of liberty whose determined resolution 
and undaunted courage effected the salvation of our country ?" 

To-dav we staud as a free and joyous people in the full en- 
joyment of all that his prophtrtic language could fortell. Well 
may the deeds of ttuwe patriot heroes lie chiseled in enduring 
granite set up as a mile-stone along the highway that leads to the 
goal of liberty. 

While Masonry finds its field of usefulness in the cultivation 
of the mind and the inculcation of moral principles grand as the 
Fatherhood of God and universal as the Brotherhood of man ; and 
by the immutable principles of Truth and Justice, Virtue and 
Charity, seeks to make men, wiser, nobler, luiupier, impressing its 
lessons by esoteric and exoteric, and symbolic teachings, it does 
not fail to recognize the fluty every citizen owes to his country 
and insists upon a loyal discharge of every service that the state 
imposes. 
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LAYIXO OF T1IE CORXKK STOXK. 



From Washington to Garfield, patriots, statesmen, scholars, 
men of every rank and station, while loving country none the 
less, and serving in it* foremost ranks have joined our Institu- 
tion in its great and noble work of benefiting mankind. 

In every work that tends to heighten the moral standard, in 
every effort to alleviate the suffering and distressed, in every 
scheme for nlacing u|>on perpetual reeord deeds of daring ami acts 
of heroism in the cause of justice, truth and virtue, masons are 
the eo-adjutatoTs and earnest supjxirters. We recognize this as 
being a work entitled to our heartiest support as men and masons. 

J/Vjy it l'lto*r Your Krcrllmtt/ : We have performed the 
task, assigned "» accordance with the ancient ceremony of our 
order. We ask you to iiis|*.-et the work and if approved to re- 
ceive it at oiir hands. That it may lx- carried foward with ex|x>- 
dition and success, and that the imposing column hereto lie erect- 
ed, (jointing its grand and noble apex heavenward shall say in 
language more elixpient than words: A tribute of Americans to 
American valor, ;uid of Vermonter* to Vermont |iatriollsm, is the 
earnest wish of eight thousand mason citizens of this state. 

Grand Master. — Brother Grand Marshal, you will invite His 
Excellency, the Governor of the state of Vermont, to ins|>oct the 
work performed by us and if approved to receive it at our hands. 
(Salute of 14 guns.) 

The Governor inspects the work and receives it with appro- 
priate remarks as follows : 

oov. .irxshek'k address. 

To the Moot Worthij/ui G„,„.i M.t»t<r : 

Snt :— To yon and the Brotherhood of Masons of Vermont 
was assigned the honorable duty of laying the corner stone of this 
proposed structure, an undertaking conceived in patriotism and 
love of country, and born in the gratitude of our people for the 
deeds of self denial And daring of our ancestors in tlie cause of lib- 
erty, and freedom of thought and action, and in the pursuit of a 
higher manhood, and an effort to free tliemselves from a foreign 
control, both tyrannous and unjust. 

The cause for which our fathers fought, suffered and died, 
was indeed a glorious one even in failure, but when we contem- 
plate the beneficent results, and elevating and enobling conse- 
quences attending and following their success, it becomes so to an 
extent far exceeding measure or expression; and much mora might 
be said in enlarging upon the deeds of our hardv and heroic an- 
cestry, which to commemorate ami keep alive this monument is 
erected, but that is not within my province and to go farther 
would intrench upon the field of another. 

Sir:— To you and to the ancient and honored order of Ma- 
sonry has been deputed a sacred awl highly honorable duty, oh the 
corner stone i» laid well— so shall the structure tie completed, 
and stand against the skies, towering above these everlasting hills, 
in defiance of wind and storm, a beacon light to the |>coplo of the 
far-off future, as they shall struggle to Tterpetuate tlie Govern- 
ment of our fathers, a perpetual reminder to them of their obliga- 
tions to their ancestors ; a warning Bhould they perchance ever 
waver or weary in the performance of their duties to State and 
Nation. That this duty has lieen well performed I entertain no 
doubt ; that the undertaking upon which you have this honr 
placed your ancient and honored seal of devotion, and have sanc- 
tioned by yonr ancient rites and ceremonies, shall go on to com- 
pletion we have great promise and assurance, not the least of which 
w founded upon the part you have thin day performed. A good 
deed well performed has It* own reward ; better and far more abid- 
ing than words of thankfulness or praise however well deserved 
— in addition to this, you have, I am sure, the heartfelt approval 
of the several thousands of our people from far and near. To tills 
approving presence I point von for evidence of sunh appreciative 
gratitude a* my words would fail to express, should 1 presume so 
to da 

And now, sir, in the name of the State of Vermont, 1 receive 
this work so auspiciously begun, fitim your hands. I thus receive 
it not alone for the State of Vermont, but also for and in Itehalf of 
our sister Commonwealths, Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
who have made such liberal contribution to the cause in memory 
of their sons who have sealed the cause of freedom and liberty 
with their bhxxl ; and also for and in behalf of the General Gov- 
ernment which has by more than liberal aid e*i>onsed the cause 
here commemorated, and thereby given to it a National character, 
and securing to all of her sixty millions of |>eople a common pro|>- 
ertv and interest in tins offering to patriotism, this monument to 
the bravery and heroism of the never to lie forgotten Allen, Stark 
and Warner, and their brave and devoted followers. 



And I should l»e remiss in acting my pleasure if not in the 
performance of my duty, should I fail to here and now. to make 
entitled recognition of our obligation to, and to pay jnst tribute 
of thankfulness to our sister State.*, and the United States, for 
the interest manifested in and for the material aid, furnished to 
this undertaking, and therefore as the executive of the State of 
Vermont, and in lteltulf of her j>eople, I tender to them through 
their honored and honorable representatives who have so nobly 
come to us this day to pay further devotion by their presence and 
and to give increased value to the gifts that had prececded them, 
and our warmest and most earnest thanks. 

And having thus accepted the well laid foundation work of 
this monument to txith valor and patriotism, from your hands I 
now transfer it to the Bennington Battle Monument Association 
for completion. 

timtlrtneu of the A**oci«tion : Upon you is now conferred a 
great res]Miiislbility. You are the chosen, trusted servants of the 
State upon whom now rests the duty of taking up this work and 
carrying it on to completion. In the |x?rformam*! of your duties 
yon are not alone fhe servants of Vermont, but also the custodians 
and trustees of the funds of the General Government, the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the State of New Haiii|whire. 
The honor and good faith of the State is pledged that this work 
shall proceed without delay, that it shall be completed as it has 
been begun, with stability and enduring iiualities ; this honor and 
and good faith is also in your keeping. We ex|>ect that you will 
give to this undertaking your individual and collective care and 
watchfulness and that under your su|»ervision and direction the 
work will go on from base to ajiex, until we shall see before us 
completed and wholly finished such a structure as your design 
calls for without blemish or defect, and in keeping with the foun- 
dation before us. This we have a right to expect; less than this 
will grieve and disappoint us. In full trust and confidence I now 
commit this work to your hands. 



Prcseott, President of 



" Praise of the Soldier," by Bniildicu. 
Acceptance of work by Hon. Benj. K. 
the Day, on behalf of the Association. 

<M>V. PRKHCllTT's A.'i BITAM K. 

Your KxttUwy : — As President of the Bennington Battle 
Monuinent Association and in its behalf, I accept from you, the 
Chief Magistrate of Vermont, this comer stone with ita historic 
contents, now so well and appropriately laid. In doing this I feel 
that an important work has been well begun, and tliat the itfo- 
ple of this republic will rejoice to know that an additional honor 
is to be paid to the patriots of the Bevolution, who freely gave 
their lives for the establishment of the best government on earth 

The Association, under the supervision of the chief architect, 
will erect njioii this imjierishahle foundation a monument, l>eauti- 
ful and artistic in design, massive in structure, which shall, in the 
coming ages, mark one of the uiostimi>ortaiit localities in our land; 
tuadu sacred by the blood and sacrifices of our heroic countrymen. 

By the lilwrality of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire ami the General Government, which was made 
possible by the result of this battle, and the generosity of liberal 
and patriotic citizens, this monument is to lie erected. 

Ou that memorable day, August Kith, 1777, without pre-ar- 
ranged plans, in the heat of the buttle, amid the groans of the 
wounded and dying, and over the prostrate forms of their fallen 
and dead comrades, the self sacrificing patriots of New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont and Massachusetts helped lay the corner stone of 
this free and enlightened republic which has stood a century ami 
now commands the res|xjct, and has secured the admiration of 
enlightened mankind everywhere. 

We meet to-day to lay the comer stone of a monument which 
shall forever commemorate that event: and may it when completed 
run lain as long as the work of man shall endure; and may all who 
In-bold it in coming centuries Ixj inspired with increased devotion 
to their country which confers such Inestimable blessings upon its 
people. 

History records the valor of men. When Leonidas led the 
Spartan bund and held the pass of Theimopyue against the invad- 
ing army of Xerxes, in which struggltt he sacrificed his own life, 
and the immortal three hundred under his command expiree! on 
the field, they showed no more valor, displayed no loftier heroism 
than John Stark and the immortal heroes under his command, 
who checked the march and successfully defeated an invading 
army upon this territory. Every soldier under him would have 
yielded his life had the occasion demanded it. 
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Our Republic is not ungrateful or unmindful of its obligation 
to those who cstablihhed it and those who have defended it, and 
to you veterans in the last great struggle in defuuse of the Con- 
stitution and the inseparability of these States we owe a debt of 
gratitude we can never repay." You all liave however the satis- 
faction of knowing that yon preserved the best Government on 
earth agninst the blow aimed at its existence, and now, with the 
largest liberty, enjoy the blessings it confers. 

Thus monument will be erected in honor of the mothers as 
well as the fathers of the Revolution. When in those eventful 
and trying times the wives and mothers in the valley of the Mer- 
rimack, and aloug those beautiful hillsides and upon the Berk- 
shire hills of Massachusetts gave their husbands and sons a part- 
ing embrace, and bade them Godsjieud to protect their homes _ 
against a ruthless and hostile Invasion for the purt.>ose of subjuga- 
tion and booty ; when they placed their infants under the shade 
trees, while they reaped and liarvested the grain, and offered up 
to God their prayers for the safe return of their loved ones and 
for the success of their arras, they displayed a heroism unsur- 
passed in the history of the world. If such do uot deserve a mon- 
ument at the hands of a grateful posterity to preservu their mem- 
ory and patriotism, pray tell who on earth does. 

Gontitmen, I have th« honor to present to you the orator of 
this day, the Hon. John W. Stewart. 

ORATION BY THE HON. JOHN W. STEWART, M. C, 

One hundred and (en years ago, this hour, a little band of hardy 
pioneers, our father*, kindred and countrymen were very busy on 
yonder hill-side clearing the track for the on-coming of the great re- 
public. They were men of action ; and the time tor action had 
come. Petition for redress, remonstrance against wrong, protest ar- 
gument, expostulation, had alt been tried and had failed, and the 
question between the colonies and the mother country had come to 
the dread arbitrament of war ; and on that fateful day England sent 
her Hessian hirelings, with their tory and savage allies to lay waste 
and pillage the peaceful h»mes which patient thrift had made in this 
beautiful valley. The brave pioneers met them on the border, nor 
did they await attack. Their defence was in attack, and all that 
long day they confronted the disciplined invaders and they fought as 
brave men fight for home and family and country, while in many a 
home within rifle -s >ot of where we stand were gathered the mothers, 
sisters, wives and children of the defenders, awaiting with beating 
and anxious hearts the issue of the battle and news of the loved 
ones who were braving its perils. Who can describe the awful sus- 
pense of that day to these families as they listen to the distant roar 
of the deadly guns? But the night draws on, and the day is won, 
and so becomes one of the most memorable in American history. 

We gather on this anniversary day to lay the corner stone of a 
monument which shall fitly commemorate this great event, known 
in our history as the battle of Bennington. 

Suffer mc to congratulate the officers and members of the mon- 
ument association to whose indefatigable efforts such success is due 
that to day witnesses the initial ceremony which is the sure pre- 
lude of the final dedication, soon to follow, of a completed memor- 
ial which shall fully realize the patriotic hope so long deferred. 

When or by whom the project of erecting a monument com- 
memorative of this battle was first definitely proposed, I do not 
know.^ No doubt many a reader of early American history, as he 
has dwelt upon this, one of its most striking and dramatic events, 
has thonght that it deserved a worthy memorial. It is enough, how- 
ever, for this occasion to say that the project first took organized 
form and action under the charter granted by our legislature in 
1876. Among the active managers of the association since its or- 
ganization under the charter may be found the names of several of 
the Governors of this state, of the state of New Hampshire and of 
the stste of Massachusetts. 

Notwithstanding the fact that ten years have elapsed since the 
association was organized. I yet venture 10 congratulate its officers 
upon the expedition made and the early success which has crowned 
their efforts. All experience in these matters has shown that, save 
when undertaken and tarried forward by the government, indefinite 
time is required. In December. 1799, both houses of Congress 
adopted a resolution for the erection ot a monument to commemo- 
rate the great events of the military and political life of Washington, 
and yet the corner stone was not laid until 1S48 and it was not com- 
pleted until 1885 and never would have been had no* Congress in 
the centennial year 1S76 resolved: "In the name of the people of 
the United States to assume and direct the completion of the Wash- 
ington monument in the city of Washington." 

Since its organization, the association and its friends have been 
unremitting in their efforts to raise necessary funds, secure a proper 



design and mature plans for the earliest practicable accomplishment 
of the patriotic end in view, to wit, the erection of an imposing > 
memorial structure at Bennington. As it was by the united and vol- , 
uotary action of the yoemanry of the colonies of New Hampshire - 
and Massachusetts and the then independent Stdte ot Vermont that 
the eventful victory we celebrate was won, so it seemed eminently * 
proper that those States should severally unite in making contribu- 
tion to the erection of such memorial. Accordingly the subject was 
presented to the legislatures of those States respectively, and met 
from each a prompt and generous response. This State contributed 
the larger sum, (15,000, and properly so, considering the question of 
the locality of the event and of its proposed memorial. Massachu- 
setts contributed l7,$oo and New Hampshire $5,000. The aggregate 
of the sums was increased by private subscription from all parts of 
the country to the sum of $40,000. The 46th Congress of the Unit- 
ed States supplemented this sum by appropriating an equal amount, 
which has been paid into the treasury of the association and is now 
available for its purposes. The total amount thus raised and 
pledged is $80,000. This State has recently, in 1886, made a fur- 
ther appropriation of $10,000 for the purchase of a suitable site and 
grounds for the monument!' It need not be supposed that so much 
has been accomplished without much patient and persistent effort on 
the part of those charged with the duty of raising fuuds. The usual 
hindrances and delays which beset such schemes have been met and 
successfully overcome. No little delay and perplexity has been oc- 
casioned by differences of opinion as to the proper design for the 
monument — in such cases never a subject upon which views easily 
meet. Artists and connoisseurs often differ widely as to the fitness 
of a given design. One declares in favor of an elaborate and mystic 
symbolism, unintelligible to the common mind without a key. An- 
other prefers a design distinguished by mere beauty of form, delicacy 
of outline and dainty artistic conception and finish ; while perhaps a „ 
third, underrating or insensible to the charm of beautiful form and 
graceful outline, would prefer a shapeless boulder symbolizing noth- 
ing save endurance. From the number of designs submitted by dif- 
ferent artists, the Association selected after careful deliberation the 
one designed by Mr. J. Ph. Rinn of Boston. It is believed that this 
design meets every required demand. Its realized embodiment, 
standing upon solid rock, will rise, graceful in outline, massive and 
majestic in proportion, to the imposing height of 300 feet ; its sum- 
mit commanding a view of the scenes so memorable. So standing, 
it will commend itself to the eye and judgment of future beholders 
as a fitting memorial and symbol, both of the great event it is de- 
signed to commemorate and the grand and heroic character of the 
men whose valor on that August day, so long ago. made possible the 
twoTvictorics at Stillwater and the surrender at Saratoga in the suc- 
ceeding October. And this brings me to notice very briefly the his- 
torical significance of the Battle of Bennington and the bearing it <\ 
had directly upon the fate of Burgoync's expedition, and more re- 
motely, though not less certainly, upon the result of the then pend- 
ing struggle between the colonics and the mother country. I am not 
unaware that this is a well-worn theme. The story of the battle, in 
which so many of the citizens of this county took part, is as familiar 
as a household word. Indeed 'Bennington Battle' are to them house- 
hold words. 

The story has been oft told by sire to son and grandsire to won- 
dering grand-children gathered at his knee. It was from these 
homes about us that so many went out to meet and stay the invader. 
It is in many of these peaceful homes that their kindred and descend- 
ants now live. Here, too, annually, as the years since 1777 have 
flown, the dwellers in this region have gathered and by appropriate 
ceremonies observed the anniversary of victory and deliverance. 

It has been to them almost as sacred as the annual (cast of the 
passover to the Jews, At each recurring anniversary the story has 
been rehearsed anew. U has been a theme fruitful of impassioned 
oratory and an inspiration to the poet, and it has been enbalmed by 
the historian. What can I say more, or other, or better, than that 
has been spoken and written by your own, nay, our own, honored 
citizen, the late Gov, Hall, whose interest in, and whose knowledge 
of the early history of this region was unmatched. We miss indeed, 
his venerable and benignant presence here to-day, a day which more 
than any other he longed to see; and yet the impress and impulse 
and inspiration ol his spirit has been felt at every step in the pro- 
gress of this Association, and abides with us to-day. 

I recall also the wise caution as to brevity in the invitation ex- 
tended to me by your committee, but the occasion seeu-s to demand, 
within the prescribed limits, a brief sketch of the situation just prior 
to the battle and notice of the effect of the victory, both direct and 
remote. 

The summer ot 1777 was a season of gloom and depression in 
the American colonies. They were scattered, incoherent and with- 
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out funds and appliances adequate to cope successfully with the rich 
and powerful mother country. The lories were exultant. The timid 
were halting between two. The leaders were despondent. Burgoyne's 
formidable expedition, planned in London for the purpose of cutting 
off New England from the other colonies, was making its apparently 
resistless way southward to its goal. On the 6tli of July he captured 
Ticonderoga and on the next day he struck and routed at Hubbard- 
too the rear guard of our retreating army. At this critical moment, 
when Burgoyne's success seemed most assured, the Council of Safety, 
then the provisional government of Vermont, appealed to Massachu- 
setts and New Hamsphire lot aid in repelling invasion of the western 
border thus left open and defenceless. 

Right nobly did these colonies respond to the call, and " Ho, to 
the Borders" rang through the hills of New Hampshire and was 
echoed along the valleys of Berkshire and Worcester. John Stark 
with his stalwart men from the granite hills came marching across 
the mountains, and Col. Simonds rallied the men of Berkshire, among 
whom was the maternal grandfather of the speaker; and Warner and 
Herrick and Williams and Brush came also with their Vcrmonters, 
among them the paternal grandfather of the speaker. 

Gen. Stark with his brigade reached Bennington on the 9th of 
August. It was on the 15th of the previous month that the Vermont 
Council of Safety had addressed the executives of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire and thus promptly had New Hampshire re- 
sponded. Gen. Stark had already earned reputation *» colonel at 
Bunker Hill and under Washington at Trenton and Princeton, and 
was a man of great force and courage. His instructions from the 
president of New Hampshire upon setting out on this expedition cu- 
riously illustrates the yuasi independence of the colonies at that time. 
They were : '* To repair to Charlestown No. 4," and. when the troop* 
were collected there, " to lake command of them and march into the 
State of Vermont and theic act in conjunction with the troops of 
that State or any other of the States, or of the United Slates, or sep- 
arately, as it should appear expedient to him for the protection of 
the people or the annoyance of the enemy." Never was discretion- 
ary power more wisely bestowed. The result justified the confidence 
reposed in General Stark, although the order was criticised severely 
as subversive of military discipline- Burgoyne had at this time 
reached the Hudson river, his progress having been retarded by nat- 
uaral obstacles and obstructions in tei posed by the scattering force 
of Americans which hung along his flank and front in the wilderness 
through which he marched. He at this time needed supplies and 
means of transportation, and his object in detaching Bauro and send- 
ing him to Bennington was to capture the stores there gathered in 
considerable quantities for the use of Gen. Schuyler's army. But 
the hastily rallied pioneers were there before him, and, my fellow-cit- 
izens, never was there a more grand, spontaneous uprising of a brave, 
noble race of men in defence of a holy cause— home, country', free- 
dom, everything which makes life dear or worth living. 

On August 14th, Baum had reached a point about six miles from 
Bennington and had captured a large quantity of wheat and flour at 
Sancoik mill. From here he wrote a dispatch to Burgoyne, that 
about )Soo militia were in his front, which would leave at his approach; 
of which another has wittily said, " They did leave, but took Baum's 
whole army along with them." On the night of the 14th Baum en- 
trenched his army in a strong position. On the 15th it rained. On the 
16th Stark attacked the entrenched and disciplined troops on all sides. 
They made .1 brave defence, but were nearly all killed or taken pris- 
oners. Immediately after the battle was over, Col. Breyraan, sent to 
reinforce Baum with five or six hundrcc men, was observed ap- 
proaching, with whom a second battle was fought, continuing until 
sunset, when the enemy fled, leaving his artillery and escaping in the 
darkness. About 700 of the enemy were captured and 107 men 
killed. 

Gov. Hall, in his "Early History of Vermont," says : "The in- 
jury to the enemy by this disaster can scarcely be overstated. It 
was not confined lo his actual losses of men and munitions of war, 
though these were of considerable importance. This victory was 
the first check given to the triumphant march of Burgoyne fiom 
Canada and was an unexpected example of a successful assault by 
undisciplined mililia, armed with muskets without bayonets, upon 
an entrenched camp of veteran troops defended by cannon." In a 
private letter to the British minister io London, written four days 
after the battle, Burgoyne says, "Had I succeeded I should have 
effected a junction with St. I-eger, and been now before Albany." 
In the same letter he pays his respects to the people of Vermont in 
the following words : " The New Hampshire Grants in particular, a 
country unpeopled in the last war, now abounds in the most active 
and most rebellious ,pf the continent, and hangs like a gathering storm 
on my left." We can hardly overestimate the effect of this victory 
upon the then desparate cause of the colonies. Such effective fight- 



ing by raw militia against entrenched veterans astounded and dis- 
heartened the enemy. The news flew oyer the land and thrilled all 
hearts with joy, renewed flagging hope, inspired fresh confidence in 
the prowess of our army and in our ultimate triumph. Says Gen. 
Hawley in hit report to the House of Representatives of the 46th 
Congress, recommending the appropriation already mentioned : 
" This brilliant victory of New England yoemen over disciplined 
forces aroused every section of the country to renewed effort, re-in- 
forced the northern army by the thousands, and thus ensured the 
success of the Saratoga battles, resulting in the capitulation of Bur- 
goyne and his whole array. Conscqent on this was the French alli- 
ance, the importance of which to the final result is a mailer of his- 
tory. To the Bennington battle, then, one of the most brilliant 
in the annals of the war of the Revolution must be therefore largely 
accorded the achievement of the independence of America." It is 
curious to notice how necessary to this grand result seems each 
successive link in this chain of cause and effect. 

If Baum had taken the needed supplies to Burgoyne's army, its 
triumphant march to Albany would have been speedy and certain. 
The recruits to our army, then needed for effectual resistance to Bur- 
goyne's advance, would have staid at home. The French alliance, 
without which the achievement of independence would have been im- 
possible in the face of such disaster and general discouragement, 
would not have been effected- But this is not a time for speculation 
or conjecture. Our fathers did rally and stand here, like a wall of 
consuming fire, against the invading host, and their rally and battle 
and victory will forever stand in American history as one of the most 
dramatic and eventful episodes recorded on its pages. 

Probably few, if any, of those engaged in the battle began 
to measure the momentous consequences which hung upon its issue. 
It seemed to them simply a struggle for the capture or retention of a 
quantity of supplies, and so far important, but the far reselling con- 
sequences of the result could not then be forseeo. Our fathers 
"builded better than they knew." We estimate the value of their 
sen ice in the light of subsequent events. But their want of fore- 
knowledge does not detract in the slightesi degree from the moral 
quality of their action. That lies in their ready, unselfish loyalty 10 
a perilous duty, and their prompt response to its call It the risk of 
life itself. 

No race of men ever trod ibis planet who more than they revered 
and respected rightful authority, divine and human, and it was the 
tightness and righteous exercise of authority which commanded their 
respect and allegiance. Its abuse they knew was outside the func- 
tions of government and therefore intolerable. 

The committee of the convention at Westminister in 1777 enun- 
ciate the principle thus : " Whenever protection was withheld by a 
government no allegiance was due or could of right be demanded." 

The pioneers in this region were not unwilling to submit to the 
colonial jurisdiction of New York, but could not and never would 
suffer unjust evictions of lands granted by an oflkcr of the crown 
and redeemed to uses of civilization by years of patient toil and 
hardship. 

In common with other colonists, they would have remained in 
willing allegiance to the English government had the latter respected 
and secured to them those natural rights which are the gift of God 
and not of governmcnts- 

Tbesc men saw clearly the true functions of government, and 
so gave new meaning to the term patriotism. Love of country is in- 
stinctive and universal, and men have died for country in every age. 
but in every age until the English revolution, government and coun- 
try have been convertible terms, and human history is not a history 
ol the people, but almost to our time a continuous record of the fol- 
lies and crimes and oppressions committed by kings and princes and 
nohl.es 

The gTcat teacher and Saviour of the race declared the rights 
and dignity of the individual man, as man, nineteen centuries ago ; 
but the grand truth was never recognized and formulated by any 
civil government, until, more than taoo years later, the great charter 
of English liberty was wrung from a reluctant king. For centuries 
afterward it was practically disregarded, but the seed sown in men's 
hearts slowly germinated and grew and became the tree of liberty under 
which our fathers gathered and which they watered with their blood. 

Did time serve I might dwell upon the personal characteristics of 
the men who then dwelt in this region— of their manly fortitude in time 
of trial, of the wisdom and moderation which marked their delibera- 
tions, of the courage with which they confronted all adversaries, of 
their respect for rightful authority and their hatred of its abuse. I 
might tell how they braved the dangers of the frontier forest and 
subdued it to the uses of advancing civilisation, whose banner they 
bore; how civil order prevailed among them while yet there w»s no 
organized power, legislative, executive or judicial, by which those 
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(unctions could be exercised, and yet tuch »»» the self-governing 
capacity of these pioneers, for the most part plain farmers, that un- 
der the most trying emergencies and without any of the ordinary ap- 
pliances which pertain to government in the maintenance of private 
rights and public rights and public order, they held both secure, and 
at the same time without stint gave of their scanty means, andoflcred 
themselves a ready sacrifice in support of the common cause, of all 
which Ticondcroga, Hubbardton, Bennington and Saratoga will 
stand as witnesses forever. 

They were no carpet knights, nor plumed cavaliers playing fan- 
tastic tricks of knight errantry. They were grim fighters, and they 
fought in their every-day clothes : but as they stood on that long 
summer day in deadly conflict with the hirelings of a half-demented 
king, who madly flung away the brightest jewel in his crown, every 
brave heart 'neath the yoeman's jacket beat with the loftiest 
inspiration of a courage born of faith in God and in his eternal 
principles of justice and in deathless devotion to country. Every 
patriot bullet was winged and instinct with this inspiration. While 
love of country flamed in their hearts, that word, country, meant fat 
more to them than it did to the Greeks at Marathon. To them 
country stood for the people, secure in all natural rights and all the 
social and civil free institutions essential to their preservation. They 
scorned kingly and priestly and lordly and every form of class priv- 
ilege and prerogative. They were living epistles of a new faith. 
Thev were yoemen, they were warriors, they were statesmen. They 
were" fit founders of a new system of government so well epitomized 
by the immortal Lincoln as a "Government of the people, for the 



people, by the people" In this faith they lived, and fer its trium- 
phant establishment they fought and conquered on yonder hillside. 
The honor of their grand achievement is the glorious inheritance of 
the three New England States represented here to-day, from whose 
valleys and hillsides their patriotic sons, leaving wife and child and 
quiet home and peaceful pursuits so swiftly rallied at the call of 
country. The fruits of their victory are the common heritage of 
the whole country for all time 10 come. Their heroic example is for 
maokind. The law of the conservation of force prevails in the rnor. 
al as in the physical world. Nothing is lost. The heroic life or he- 
roic death in a just cause though apparently hopeless, will some 
time bear rich harvest in reconversion into successful heroic action 
inspired by example. Such was the event and such the character of 
of the actors therein, in reverent memory of which we are met on 
this anniversary day to perform this initial ceremony. We begin now 
the erection of a majestic and enduring memorial which shall in some 
degree symbolize our conception of an event so fraught with great 
results, and wrought, too, by an ancestry whose heroic character and 
achievement must forever challenge our admiration and gratitude. 

Let it rise majestic here, girt by these grand mountains^ommand- 
ing views of unmatched natural beauty and overlooking the graves of 
the heroic dead. And so may it stand a mate but eloquent witness and 
memorial to all coming generations of the battle of Bennington and 
of the valor and virtue of the men who crowned the day, whose an- 
niversary we celebrate, with glorious victory. 

Benediction, pronounced by the Rev. Isaac Jennings. 
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In ls&8 the I;egi*lature of Vermont chartered the Bennington 
Battle Monument Association and named among the incorporators 
thereof the following well known citizens of the State : John S. 
Robinson, A. P. Lyman, Samuel H. grown, Benj. F. Fay, E. D. 
Ilubliell, Heman Swift, Pierpolnt Isham, William Bigelow, Daniel 
Roberto, A. L. Miner, Caleb B. Harrington, I>. A. Smalley, Homer 
fc. Hoyce, Asa 0. Aldis, Oscar L. Shafter, Win. C. Bradley, Cbaa. 
K. Field, Frederick Holbrook, Isaac F. Kedfleld, Stephen Thomas, 
William Mattocks, Henry Stevens, Erastus Fairbanks, Partus 
Baxter, E. P. Walton, Ch*as. G. Eastman and Paul Dillingham. 

It appropriated v304kl, on condition that *7l>00 more were 
raised and the corner stone of the proposed monument were laid 
on the following 16th of August. These conditions were not ful- 
filled, but the fact of legislative actiou proved to lie most helpful 
when a second attempt in 1870 was made to again incorporate the 
Association. The chief promoter of this first enterprise was Mr. 
Geo. W. Kobinson of Bennington. 

The second movement was an outcome of the proposition to 
celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the l«attle, with more 
than the usual, or even occasional, notice which every anniversary 
since the battle was fought, had received. For several years pre- 
vious to Aug. Kith, 1X77, it was common talk among the people of 
Bennington, ever alive to the importance of Gen. Stark's victory 
on the fortunes of the Revolutionary war, that the centennial of 
that victory must be celebrated in a manner worthy of an event 
of such national importance; and, long before the time approached, 
it was well underst<iod throughout the State that there would be a 
great celebration at Bennington daring the week of Aug. 16th, 
1877. So early as August of 1*75, the Veteran Soldiers, holding 
their semi-annual reunion at Brattleboro', adjourned to meet at 
Bennington two years later on account of it, and the Ben- 
nltigtou Daily A'eie* of Aug. UOth savs that an "enthusias- 
tic concourse of citizens endorsed" this action. Col. Jas. H. 
Walbridge of Bennington made a speech in favor of such 
adjournment. On Sept. 16th, the Banner has an article from 
"Civis" advocating the formation of a Town Historical Society 
to take the initial steps towards securing a suitable celebration 
and for other purposes, and the B'jmner comments fa- 
vorably thereon. The proposition to form such a society was well 
received throughout the State, and also the proposition 
to celebrate the centennial year of Vermont's existence as a State 
organization, which was one of its avowed objects. The editor of 
the Banner was at that time the late J. Huisoy Cushman, and 
there was no more enthusiastic supporter of a great celebration 
than he. In a speech at the Officers Reunion at St. Alban's,Oct 
I4tb, he warmly endorsed the project 

The Bennington Daily .Vnw, which was then substantially a 



F THE MONUMENT. 

1LES H. BLISS.) 

daily edition of the Banntr, on the 28th of Oct, published a call 
for a meeting of the citizens of the town, as the subject of a celc 
oration had been sufficiently discussed for months to warrant ac- 
tion. The Vermont Gazette, at that time edited by Mr. Asaph P. 
Childs, had, from time to time, advocated beginning the work of 
getting ready for the celebration. The call in full w as follows : 

BRXNINGTOS'* CEXTKMJCIAL. 

As it has been suggested that a Town Historical society be 
formed in this town to aid in preparing for the centennial anni- 
versary of the Battle of Bennington, and as such suggestion has 
found favor throughout the State, a meeting of our citizens to 
take the matter into consideration seems desirable. All those 
therefore, desirous of forwarding this object are requested to meet 
at the office of John V. Hall in this village on Tuesday evening 
next at 7:30 o'clock for consultation concerning the proposed or- 
ganization. M«nr Citizkxs. 

Bennington, Oct. 2S, 1875. .", r../r.. y. 

In accordance with this call a meeting was held, over which 
the Hev. Chaunoey H. Hubbard presided. CoL John E. Pratt 
was elected secretary. It was formally resolved to form the Ben- 
nington Historical Society, and this Col. Scott proposed to amend 
by calling the society the Bennington Historical and Monumental 
Society. In a forcible speech he showed that now was the time 
to begin a movement for a monument if we were ever going to 
have one. His amendment prevailed, but when the committee, 
ap|>olnted at the meeting to draw up a plan of organization, re- 
ported they reported in favor of the idea but omitted the word 
"monumental" from the title as unnecessary. 

This committee were Messrs. Thomas White, C. K. Welling, 
J. H. Cushman, J. Seymour Merrill and Alfred Kobinson, and the 
meeting adjourned subject to their calL On the 18tu ^they re- 
ported a constitution and by-laws and a full list of officers, which 
were respectively adopted and elected. The president was the 
Hon. Hiland Hall. Among the vice presidents, were the Rev. 
Isaac Jennings, Seth B. nunt, Trenor W. Park, Rev. C. H. Hub- 
bard, A. B. (iardner, Henry G. Root, Dr. Benj. F. Morgan, Thos. 
White, Henry W. Putnam, Hiram Bingham, H. E. Bradford, 
David F. Squires and John H. FUgg. The corresponding secre- 
tary was Charles M. Bliss ; the recording secretary, Merritt B. 
Morgan and the treasurer Daniel McEowen. The Boaid of 
Directors were as follows: A. B. Valentine, A. Robinson, 
Jas. H. Walbridge, C. K. Dewev, Edward Kinsley, A. J. Mat- 
tison, J. V. D. S. Merrill, C. R."Sanford, H. T. Cushman, Asaph 
P. Childs, Geo. A. Wood, Olin Scott, J. Halsey Cushman, Geo. 
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W. Robinson, Milo C. Ruling, L. 1*. Norton, A. C. Hnbbell, 
E. O. Cole. Ed. S. Chandler, L. F. Abbott, Wm. E. Hawks, 2d, O. 
D. Adam* and the president of the society, its past presidents, 
secretaries and the chairmen of allits committees. 

The active work of preparation for the celebration and the 
monument now commenced in earnest. During the winter of 
this board i«f directors. Mitch mcml>era an especially inter- 
ested themselves in the work and were In town during the winter, 
held weekly meetings in what is now Sheriff McCall's office in the 
Court House at Bennington. The names of these are Alfred Rob- 
inson, C. E. Dewev, A. P. ChikK Olin Scott. J. H. Cushman, Geo. 
W. Itobinson, L. P. Norton, A. C Hubbell, Ed. S. Chandler, and 
the secretaries, Charles M. Bliss and Merritt B. Morgan, and Col. 
John E. Pratt the chairman of the geneological committee. The 
President of the society, the even then venerable Gov. 
Hall, was never present, but he was constantly kept in- 
formed of the proceedings; and in consequence he gave 
the board his most hearty support. Several of the vice presi- 
dents and other citizens wens also deeply interested in the work. 
Among those who were most active* were three clergymen 
of the town. Messrs. Jennings. Hubbard and K. M. Luther, and 
Messrs. (iardner, Bingham, J. S. Merrill, Elijah Dewey, and Thos. 
Whit*. Mr. Dewey and Judge White, the first never a member 
of the Monument Association iind the latter not until a late |ier- 
iod, have ever been among the most earnest promoters of the 
monument enterprise. They have been so, moreover, when mem- 
bers themselves anil even officers were lukewarm in their interest. 
During this winter a *' statement" of the plans and purposes of the 
society was prepared in which was foreshadowed the probable ac- 
tion of the State legislatures of Vermont. Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire, in regard to our own monument, and that of Congress 
in regard to designating all the battle-tields of the Revolutionary 
war with suitable memorials. This statum-tit," was puWished 
in pamphlet form during the session of the Vermont legislature in 
1*76 and in part reproduced bv Massachusetts friends of the pro- 
ject during the session of the Massachusetts legislature in 1*77. 

The plans thus laid in the winter of l«7 '>-4i in regard to the 
legislative action of the three States were substantially carried into 
effect an they were laid, and as soon as the respective legislatures 
met : those in regard to Congress could not be until that body, as 
was anticipated in the "statement," should be called on to act in 
behalf of Yorktown, as it was in In71>-s<». It was foreseen that 
Congress would build, or help to build, a luouument at Yorktown, 
and having done that, monuments on all the im|>ortaut buttle 
fields of the Revolution erected by government aid would follow 
as a matter of course. The language of the "statement" on this 
point is, in part, as follows : "The general government, first by res- 
olution of the Continental Congress, October iit, 1787, and twice af- 
terwards, the last time aw late, as 1**\ by bill reported by commit- 
tees of the House, lias shown itself favorably disposed towards 
the erection of a monument at Yorktown ; and it is now called on 
from various quarters to carry out these good intentions. Should 
it do so. it would doubtless look favorablv on the plan of placing, 
or assisting to place, during this centennial term suitable monu- 
ments on or near all the battle tlelds of the Revolution. ♦ • • 
The general government could, with a very limited outlay, mark, 
in an appropriate manner, all the localities of Revolutionary inter- 
est throughout the Union. 

Not so very readily, however, did Congress enter upon this 
policy. It was feared that in doing so too wkle a door would 
be opened for ail sorts of monumental schemes, and when in Jan- 
uary. I5S5U', the House of Representatives had, without opposition, 
passed the Yorktown bill and sent it to the Senate, this opposi- 
tion manifested itaelf in and out of Congress. The military com- 
mittee of that body reported the bill favorably, but used the fol- 
lowing hostile language in regard to the general j*uicy of building 
Revolutionary monuments. 

" Your committee are of the opinion that it would be unwise 
to adopt a precedent which would lead to the erection by the Na- 
tional Government of monuments commemorative of Revolution- 
ary events, • • • but they find no difficulty in making this 
case an exception." 

Nevertheless, so did the current of popular opinion on this 
subject change, that this same committee, before the close of that 
Congress, not only reported special bills for monuments commeiu- 
oraiinp the battles of The Cowpens, Oriskany and )tentiitigt<ui, 
but reported Senator Morrill's general bill in favor of monuments 
«n all the iiui«>rtiuit battle fields of the Revolution, on condition 
that the localities should ratsu a sum sufficient to cover one-half 
their cost. Another committee reported a special bill f<rr Saratoga. 
Since then many special bills have passed Congress for 



( to commemorate events in our Revolutionary historv, and 
a committee of the House of Representative in li»*4 reported an 
improved general bill, but no vote on any general bill wa 
had in either House of Congress. 

The amount appropriated bv Vermont in 1*7(1 for the 
ument was »15,tMW, and feWrtu for the celebration The *l.i,000 
was conditioned on the raising of *5«tM> by the Association. This 
was done, and early in 1881 the *16,mK) was drawn from the State 
treasury and placed, with the tdOUO, in the Bennington Battle 
Monument Fund under a law creating such a fund, passed in 18«W. 
The Treasurer of the State is the custodian of the fluid. The or- 
iginal corporators of the Bennington Battle Monument Associa- 
tion, chartered in 1 H7rt, were according to Sec. 1 of the Act as fol- 
lows : " Hilantl Hall, Horace Fairbanks, W. H. H. Bingham, Jus- 
tin S. Morrill, K. J. Phelps. Geo. F. Edmunds, Isaac Jennings, 
Trenor W. Park, John B. Page, Jacob Estey, K. P. Walton. John 
Gregory Snuth, Asahel Peck. John W. Stewart, Abraham B. Gard- 
ner, Paul Dillingham, Harmon Cantleld, Edward Sevmour, Burn- 
ham Martin, Frederick Billings, Franklin Butler, Jed P. Ladd, 
Mason S. Colburn, Edward A. Sowles, Carroll S. Page, E. D. Ma- 
son. W. W. Grout, E. P. Colton, Geo. X. Dale, Duane L. Kent, 
Gilliert, A. Davis. Homer Goodhue. Milo C. Ruling. J. Henry Guild, 
Geo. W. FarwelL. Oscar E. Butterfteld, Cyrus Jennings, E. D. 
Blodgett, Redtleld Proctor, John Lovejoy Mason, Kben Graves, 
Hiram Barton ; and Seth B. Hunt, H. Henry Baxter and William 
M. Evarts of the city of New York. Samuel* B. Sauford and Dan- 
iel Robinson of Troy, X. Y., with seven persons to be elected an- 
nually in January by the Bennington Historical Society." 

In See. i the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the 
nouse of Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court are made. er-ojffrio, members. 

In See. » the (Governor is directed to invite, in the name of 
tho SUito, the States of New Hampshire and Massachusetts to 
unite with Vermont in erecting a monument at Bennington. 

In t he Governors of New Hampshire and Massachusetts 



were, by law, made, ex-ofido, members of the Association and the 
Governor* of the three States, acojHeio. directors of the same. 

In iss«, the State appropriated a further sum. not to exceed 
•Ri.fH.io. towards the purchase of a site. 

In 1*77. the State of Massachusetts appropriated *7,Aihj in aid of 
the monument. This appropriation laimed, under the general laws 
of that State, and in it was renewed and increased to *10.00(>. 
To prevent any further lajise it was funded and the Association 
added *OOOW, which with the *HM>W eonstitutes the Bennington 
Battle Monument Fund of Massachusetts of $15,<MNi, of which the 
Treasurer of that State is the custodian. It is a condition of l»th 
the Vermont ami Massachusetts funds that they can be added to, 
bv the Association or by individuals. One hundred and sixtv. 
tfve dollars have thus l>een added to the Vernxmt fund. The in . 
terest of the Vermont-fund is paid as it arcnies to the Treasurer 
of the Association, that of the Massachusetts is added to the fund 
as it accrues. 

In 1*77 the State of New Hampshire appropriated *5oimi in 
aid of the monument. The States of New Hampshire and Mas- 
sachusetts each appropriated the sum of fcJMKi towards defraying 
the expenses of the Executive and Legislative departments with 
their military escorts, in attending the Centennial celebration. 
Massachusetts ufterwurds increased this appropriation. 

The organization of the Monument Association took place, as 
by law required, at the Court House in Bennington on the second 
Wednesday in January, 1877. The Hon. Wm. H. H. Bingham of 
Stowe, was made tein|wrary chairman and lite Hon. Carroll S. 
Page of Hvde Park temporarv secretarv. The Hon. Horace Fair- 
banks, the" Governor of the State, was' elected President of the 
Association, ex-Gov. Hall Vice President, Charles M Bliss 
tary. John T. Shurtletf assistant secretary, and Milo C. Uuli 
treasurer. The Historical Society had previously met and elect 
its seven members of the Association, for the year ensuing, a* 
follows: John T. ShurtlefT. Alonzo B. Valentine, Charles M. 
Bliss, Olin Scott, Chas. K. Dewey, Henry G. Root and 
Geo. W. Robinson. The Association also elected as cor- 
porate members at its first meeting Mossrs. Wm. E. 
Hawks *Jd, A. P. Childs and E. S. Chandler. At an 
adjourned meeting held Jan. iSd. a Bon id of Directors was elected 
consisting of A. B. Gardner. A. B. Valentine, Olin Scott, Chas. K. 
Dewey ami A. P. Childs. At this uniting a code of by-laws wa* 
adopted, one article of wluvh created the Vermont Centeuninl 
Commission nnder whose auspices the C entennial oelebratkui whs 
oouducted. This code was afterwards altered, and the code 
adopted March 21»t was mid is. with subsequent minor changes, 
the code under which the Association 1 
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The by-laws provide for certain meetings of the Association, 
for election of officers, and appointment o( committees, and for the 
creation of the Vermont Centennial Commission; they declare that 
the Association shall control its own funds and that they shall be 
paid out bv the treasurer only oil orders signed by a majority of 
the Board "of Directors, provide fur auditors to audit all accounts, 
mid provide for their own amendment. The section defining the 
[towers and duties of the Directors is as follows, Sec. 4, Art. Ill : 

" It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to manage the 
affairs of the Association subject to such directions as the Associ- 
ation shall from time to time give tlurni." 

The work of the Association was, for the year 1877, princi- 
pally, to conduct the Celebration of the week of the 10th of August 
of tluit year. Notwithstanding the fact that a commission was cre- 
ated, the responsibility for the celebration rested, by law, ou 
the Association. The Association and not the Commission in- 
vited all the guests, and looked after all the exercises of the spec- 
ial two days' celebration, with the conduct of which it was charged 
by its charter. The Commission appointed an executive commit- 
tee consisting of Messrs. Root, Valentine, Muling, I'age and (Jen. 
P. P. Pitkin of Montpelier. The hater declined aud Col. George 
A. Merrill of Rutland was appointed. The Association ulso ap- 
pointed a committee consisting of Chas. M. Bliss, Isaac Jennings 
and A. B. Gardner to which Edward J. Phelps, when he was elected 
the Presideut of the Commission was added, to have cl large of the 
literary exercises of the two days. Two books have been pub- 
lished containing, together, the proceeding* of the week of the cele- 
bration, one by Chas. S. Forbes of St. AJban'a giving a pretty cor- 
rect account of who was iu attendance and what was done ; but 
not the orations, speeches and poems, which were a chief feature 
of the occasion, nor the letters from distinguished citizens 
of the country; the other, a semi-official account by the Asso- 
ciation, containing very accurate reports of these in the main, but 
omitting some of chief note, and failing to report with any ade- 
quate fullness the proceedings of the celebration and who attended. 
From the two books taken together one can, however, get a very 
tolerable idea of how far the Association obeyed tlie mandate of 
the State " to secure * * an appropriate Centennial cel- 
ebration of the Battle of Bennington, and also the recognition of 
the year 1K77 as the 100th year of the existence of this State as 
an independent State." The whole expense of thu celebration 
was over 114,000. 

During the autumn after the celebration, the attention of the 
Association was directed towards the raising of further funds for 
the monument. By law, $6<JO0 were to be raised to secure the 
#lo,0(H) but it was felt by many that a much larger sum titan that 
should be raised. The subject of a suitable design was also 
brought forward early. On the latter point a resolution drawn by 
Gov. Hall was offered on the 20th of September and passed on the 

of October, to the effect that as Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire had contributed to the monument, the Association 
would " officially consider no plans or designs for any such monu- 
ment exoejit iu conference with the Governors of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire." 

On the same day the place for the monumeut was fixed "on 
the site of the Old Continental Store House at Bennington Center." 
Ou the 'Jitlb a more formal resolution was passed, unanimously 
affirming this site, as it was " the objective point of BuunTs de- 
tachment." Ou the same day a plan was reported for raising 
money, and a " statement" of the Association containing it and 
other matter ordered printed, to the extent of 10oo copies. In it 
the following language was used iu regard to procuring a design 
unci in regard to completing the monument when ouce begun. 
The sentiment of the Association, and indeed of the town was, 
from the start, opposed to beginttiug a monument and leaving it 
for another generation to finish : 

" It is proper to observe here, that the Association has not yet 
adopted or considered any plan or design for a monument, nor will 
it officially consider any except in conference with the Governors 
of New Hampshire ami Massachusetts. It is not yet at all certain 
how much money the Association will have at its disposal for 
monumental purposes, anil until Unit time arrives designs are pre- 
mature. Suffice it to say that it is the deliberate opinion of this 
Association, that no attempt should be made at erecting a monu- 
ment until the Association lias collected and has in its possession 
a sum sufficient to erect and maintain a monument, which shall 
be, by it* size, its artistic character and imposing effect worthy 
of the three States which have so properly taken the initiative in 
its erection, worthy of the nation whose ultimate in<lei«Midence 
warf here made sure, and capable — so far as monumental art is 
capable— of commemorating the great event it is designed to sig- 



nalize. The faith of the Association is pledged to the States 
which have made appropriations for the proposed monument ; it 
is pledged to all who shall contribute to it, that when the struct- 
ure is ouce begun, the funds shall be in its treasury to complete 
it. No debt in any event shall be created, nor shall auv half com- 
pleted pile be left to mortify the generous contributors to Uiu 
funds for iu erection and to attest the bad faith of the Association." 

Mr. Geo. \V. Robinson was soon appointed a solicitor on be- 
half of the Association, aud the work of raising funds l>egan. 
Mrs. Ominda Gerry of llenningtou, a descendant of a soldier who 
was in the battle, was the first douor, giving the sum of $100. 
The greater part of the mouey raised by subscription has lieen 
raised by Mr. Robinsou. 

In view of the very general failure of the monument projects 
of the country, and to set the current of thought right in Bennington 
on art subjects, the association, on the 12th of December, invited 
"the Hon. E. J. Phel'* the Uev. M. II. Buekhain, Prof. II. A. P. 
Torrey, and the Uev. L. G. Ware of Burlington to deliver their 
popular art lectures in Bennington" during that winter. They 
accepted the invitation and the lectures were delivered to good 
houses in connection with the lecture course of the Voting Men's 
Association. President Buekhain at the close of his lecture ad- 
dressed himself specially to the Monument Association in words 
of cautionary advice. Four editions, of 5tMl copies each, of these 
words of wisdom have been printed. On the 2ttth the" following 
action was taken. 

■•IhMjh al, That the Boanl of Director* be in'trtictod to receive plans 
anil proposals for the Bennington Battle Monument and submit recom- 
mendations relating u> tlic btiildinx of tbe Mine to this Association as 
soon a* practicable. ' 

January SHh, l sTH, the annual meeting of the Association was 
held, cx-Gov. Hiland Hall the Vice President presiding. The Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts, the Hon. Alex. II. Rice and the Governor 
of New Hampshire, the Hon. Benj. F. Prescott were elected mem- 
bers of the association. The by-laws were altered, making a re- 
cording secretary and a corresponding secretary, of the office of 
secretary. The following officers were.elected, President Hon. 
Horace Fairbanks, Vice President ex-Gov. Hiland Hall, record- 
ing secretary Oliu Scott, corresponding secretary Charles M. 
Bhss, treasurer MiloC. Huling, Directors, Horace Fairbanks, Benj. 

F. Prescott, Alexander H. Rice, A. B. Gardner, E. J. Phelps, Henry 

G. Root and Isaac Jemungs. On motion of Gov. Hall thu follow- 
ing resolution was passed. 

"item/ltd. Thai tlic nmolation of the Association adopted the "Bub. of 
Decern beHasi. Ituaructing the Board^of Directors to ^receive plans and 

and UW the Directors be authorized to take aucb measures' in relation 
thereto iu in their judgment will best promote tbe object* of the Associa- 
tion.*' 

The Historical Society elected seven meinWrs of the Associa- 
tion for the year J 878 namely, Messrs. Shurtleff, Valentine, Bliss, 
Scott, Dewey, Hoot and Geo. W. Robinson. On the 13th of Feb- 
ruary, Mr. Huling having resigned as treasurer, Mr. Luther It 
G raves the Presideut of the First National Bank, was elected to 
till the vacancy. No meetings „f the Association were held nfter 
this during the year 187m. The first meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors was held in Bennington, on the Kith of January Gov. Pres- 
cott of New Hampshire, presiding. Mr. Pheliis offered a resolu- 
tion to the effect that a worthy monument should be erected, which 
was passed. Another was passed proposing to raise ♦l.*>,ni>0 addi- 
tional funds and another, making the Hon. Henry G. ltoot the 
" Financial Agent of this Association for the purpose of raising 
tlic money specified in the foregoing resolution," A by-law was 
passed as follows: " No design for the Bennington Battle Monu- 
ment shall be adopted except by the unanimous approval of the 
eutire Board of Directors." 

Ou the 20111 of May the Board met again at Burlington Gov. 
Fairbanks, the Chairman of the Board, presiding. Mr. Gardner 
was added to the finance committee, anil .Messrs. Phelps and Pres- 
cott created a committee on design. The next meeting was at 
Concord, N. II., July llth, Governor Fairbanks presiding. 

The third annual meeting of the Association was held Jan. 
!»th, 1S70. The by-laws were altered so that the Board might con- 
sist of nine members. 

The following officers were chosen : President Gov. Beni. 
F. Prescott of New Hnni|tshire, Vice Presideut Hon. Hiland Hall, 
recording secretary Olin Scott, corresponding secretary Charles 
M- Bliss, treasurer Luther R. Graves, Directors, Gov. Hcdfield 
Proctor of Vermont, Gov. Thomas Tullmt of Massachusetts, Gov. 
Benj. F. Prescott of New Hampshire, Hon.'s K. J. Phelps, A. B. 
Gardner, II. G. Root, Rev. Isaac Jennings, Hon. T. tV. Park utid 
Maj. A. It. Valentine. M Hon. Henry G. Root, Mr. Geo. W. Rob- 
inson and Mr. Charles M. Bliss each reported progress in proctir- 
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ing subscriptions (or the erection of the monument." 

The seven ineintors elected by the Historic.il Society for 1*79 
were Messrs. Shurtleff, Valentine," Bliss, Scott, Dewey, I loot and 
Geo. W. Robinson. 

No other meeting of the Association was held during the year 
1*79. 

The first meeting of the Board of Directors for l*7» was held 
at the Sui< House in Boston, March 4th, Gov. Talbot, the chair- 
man, presiding. All the Directors were present except Mr. ttirk. 
*' Mr. Phelps on behalf of committee on a design for the monument 
made a report'' "On motion of Mr. flout it was unanimously 

"fieaolivd. That Ihc committee on a design fur the monument, nauiely 
Gov. Present t ami Hon. Kdwaril .1. Phelps lw re-apoolut.-il. mid lliat they 
to Instrucied :o ot>ia:n and lay before this Hoard aoiwign Cur & monument 
«hu h shall cost not less than liny thousamt dollars." 

Messrs. lb»>t uud Gardner were continued the finance com- 
mittee. Adjourned to meet at Bennington August loth. 

The second meeting was held August 15th and ltlth at the 
house of Trenor W. Park. F.x-Gov. Hue and ex-Mayor Fred. \V. 
Liucobi of Boston were present. Gov. Kite presided, in the alv- 
sence of the cliairman. Messrs. Rice. I'.trk and Gatdner were 
added to the committee on design, and the coiuiuiitee were em- 
powered to "employ such ways anil means as in their judgment 
seem expedient to secure designs fm the Bennington Battle Mon- 
ument." -Adjourned to meet ;il the call of the committee on de- 
sign. The next meeting was held August Kith. l^s-J. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Association was held Jan. 
14th, No .pjorutu being preset a it was, on motion of A. B. 

Valentine, voted to adjourn to meet at the same place Tuesday, 
Jan. -J7, at 1" o'clock *. m. On the 'JTtii, "in confluence of a se- 
vere storm," no meeting was held and the officers of the Associa- 
tion held over until their successors were elected as provided by 
the by-laws. The seven member* elected by the Historical Society 
for 1**0 were Messrs. Shurtlelf, Valentine* Bliss, Scott, Dewey, 
Hoot and <ieo. W. Robinson. 

The fifth annual nieetiug of the Association was held Jan. 1 -, 
18§1. Messrs. Henry (i. Root. A. B. Valentine, Olin Scott and 
Thou. Allen of St. Lo'nls wen- elected permanent mem tors of the 
Corporation in place of deceased memtors. The legislature of 
having made the Governors of Vermont, Massachusetts aud 
New Hampshire Directors, rx-officio, of the Association, the elec- 
tion of officers was as follows : President Benj. F. Prescott, Vice 
President Hon. Hiland Hall, recording secretary Olin Scott, cor- 
responding secretary Chas. M. Bliss, treasurer Luther It. Grave*. 
Directors. Beuj. F. Prescott, K. J. Phelps, A. B. Gardner, II. G. 
Root, Hcv. Isaac Jennings, T. W. Park. Maj. A. B. Valentine. 
The Governors of the three States weru at this time Hon. John I). 
Long, Massachusetts; Hon. Natt Head, New Hampshire; Hon. 
Hobwell Famham, Vermont. 

The members of the Association elected by the Historical So- 
ciety for the year ls*i were: Messrs. Dewey< Bliss, Shurtlelf, 
Geo". W. Hobinsou, I.. P. Norton, L. F. Abljott and Henry A. Har- 
man. No further meeting was held during the year. The Act of 
Congi«ss appropriating *4o,ooo for the monument was passed by 
the House of Representatives this year, it having l>een passeil by 
the Senate the year previous. The House report in favor of the 
Senate bill says: "The State of Vermont has appropriated the 
sum of *i:.,ooo, Massachusetts *7,.vW., and New Hampsliire *:>'Hl<>. 
These sum* have been increased by private subscription fioni all 
parts of the country, until the aggregate sum leaches in round 
num tors, ?4U,'««>. 'The Bennington Battle Motinmeiit Association, 
a Corporation chartered by the State of Vermont • » • 
design to raise the sum of**lW,iK>n to consummate the patriotic 
object o( the Association ; and your comaiitlec are of the opinion 
that having accomplished so much themselves, they ought not to 
look in vain to Congress for assistance." It was the oft expressed 
opinion of the late Gov. Hall that " Congress would give the As- 
six-iatioti s.So.oiiO as readily as it would *.~>oiio if it could to made 
to understand the case" and the subject be brought to a vote. He 
knew and dwelt, almost to the point of discouragement, on the 
difficulty of getting the attention of Congress to a special matter 
ot this kind; but thanks to an energetic and influential delegation 
from Vermont and particularly to the active interest of Senator 
Morrill and Hcprescntatlve Joyce, and to members of Congress from 
other States interested in similar patriotic enterprises, and to the 
generally expressed favorable sentiment of the country, Congress 
did listen. No bill, however, was introduced in either House for 
the Bennington Battle Monument. It was believed that all the 
important battle fields of the Revolution should receive Congress- 
ional recognition and a general hill was prepared covering all the 
principal point*, but uot by name, on condition tliat the localities 
should raise one-liaU of the money needed for the monuments. 



This bill was reported favorably and also a special bill for Ben- 
nington embodying this principle. It was because the Association 
had raised #4u,mK>~ that Congress gave it 44U.U0U. Had the Asso- 
ciation raised *.t«),imm> Congress would, no doubt, have duplicated 
that sum and thus Gov. Hall's wish would have toen realized. 
The bill was approved Feb. *\ 18s I. The appropriation was con- 
ditioned on the approval of the design by the President, or by au 
art commission apjminted by him, and on the report of three army 
officers that the sum appropriated was sufficient with other funds 
to complete the monument. Somewhat similar conditions attach 
to the Benniugton Battle Monument Fund of Vermont, 
to the Bennington .Monument Fund of Massachusetts, aia.tHHi and 
its accrued interest, and to the New Hampshire appropriation. 
The legislature of Vermont, however, in IS!*4 released $lo,iMio of 
the fund to tlie Association for the purchase of a site, but failed to 
make an additional appropriation of #in,<nni to add to the fund, 
though such an appropriation was reported favorably by a joint 
committee of both Houses. In 1 HMJ, an additional **li».iKH» was 
freely appropriated. 

Cp to the passage of the bill by the Senate of the I'nited 
States appropriating »41>,immi. there was a difference of opinion in 
the Association as to the propriety of procuring a design for the 
monument. After the piwaage of" the bill in there was no 

snch difference. 

On the 1 1th day of January, 188-J, the sixth annual meeting 
of the Association was held. Mr. Luther H. Graves was elected 
a member and the seven Historical Society members were elected 
bv that Society as follows: Messrs. Dewey, Bliss, Shurtlelf, < Jeo. 
\V. Hobinson, Norton, Abbott and Barman. The following offi- 
cers were elected : President Hon. Benj. F. Prescott, Vice Presi- 
dent Hon. Hilaud Hall, recording secretary Olin Scott, correspond- 
ing secretary Chas. M. Bliss, Directors. Benj. F. Prewott. E. J. 
Phelps, H. O. Root, Hev. Isaac Jennings, T. W. Park and A. B. 
Valentine. The Directors, fir-o/^'ti'o, were Gov. John I). l-ong of 
Massachusetts, Gov. Chas. H. Bell of New Hampshire and Gov. 
Hoswell Farnlmm of Vermont. A meeting was held on the ! J7th 
of I>ec«mtor of that year to receive propositions for amending the 
by-laws. No otlier meetings were held. 

On the 16th of August, lssii, the Directors met at Beuning- 
ton, the Hon. Alex. H. Hice, a memtor of the committee on de- 
sign, meeting with tbem and presiding over the meet ing. Messrs. 
Park and Valentine were added to the finance committee. Sev- 
eral designs were offered and it was resolved that "the committee 
on design to instructed to obtain sketches or designs from snch 
coiu|>etent artists as they may deem advisable to apply to.'' Ad- 
journed to meet at the call of the committee on design. 

The seventh annual meeting of thu Association was held Jan. 
10th, l^sa. The Historical Society elected on the same day the 
following seven memliers of the Association for 1*S2: Charles 
K. Dewev, Geo. W. Hobinsoii, Charles M. Bliss, Edward L. Bates, 
John T. Shurtlelf. L. F. Abtott and L. P." Norton. Messrs. John 
G. McCullough, Olin L. Warner, Alfred Robinson, Arthur L. Perry 
and Fwl. B. Jennings were elected niembers of the Corporation. 
The by-laws were altered making the numtor of Directors ten in- 
stead of nine as heretofore. The numtor elected and appointed 
had been ten although the by-laws provided for but nine. The fob 
lowing officers were elected: President Hon. Benj. F. l*rescott. 
Vice President Hon. Hiland Hall, recording secretary Col. Olin 
Scott, corresponding secretary Chas. M. Bliss, treasurer Luther 
R. Graves. Directors, Benj. F. Prescott, K. J. Phelps, Hev. Isaac 
Jennings, II. (i. R<x>t, A B. Valentine, John G. McCullough aud 
Samuel B. Sanford. The following by-law was passed: "The 
assent of two-third* of the Directors of the Association shall be 
required for the adoption of a plan for the Battle Monument in- 
stead of a unanimous assent as now provided for." No action on 
the Rinn design, under this by-law, has ever toen taken by the Di- 
rectors. It is held that the Association having adopted the design, 
even though conditionally, and instructed the Directors to pro- 
ceed in the erection of the monument, such action is not necessary. 

The Directors, officio, for 1**3, were Gov. Beuj. F. Butler 
of Massachusetts, Gov. Chas. H. Bell of New Hampshire, and Gov. 
John L. Barstow of Vermont. No other meeting was held during 
the year. 

The Board of Directors held a meeting on Jan. 81st, 1*H3 at 
the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City, Gov. Hell of New Hamp- 
shire presiding. Ex-Guv. Rice of the committee on design was 
present. Gen. John G. McCullough was added to that commit- 
tee. Messrs. Gardner and Park of the committee luivingdicd. On 
motion of Gov. Barstow, it was " voted that the committee on de- 
sign to and are hereby authorized and requested to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of securing from the Hon. Secretary of 
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War u detail of ail ofHcer of the V. S. Engineer Corps to superin- 
tend the construction of the monument." Messrs. Sanford and 
McCullough were added to the finance committee. Adjourned to 
meet at the call of the committee on design. 

On the HHh and 17th days of August, the Directors again 
met' according to adjournment, ex-Gov. Prescott presiding, and ex- 
Gov. Hice being also present. The committee on design reported 
the design of Mr. John F. Weir, Professor in the art school of 
Yale College, a statuesque design. Many other designs were pre- 
acnted, chief of which was the design of Mr. J. 1'h. Rinn of Bos- 
ton, a design known to the people of IJenningtou as the" tall tower" 
MO feet high. This was much favored by all the directors but it 
was held to lie too expensive to lie built. Later information 
proved that it could be. The meeting adjourned subject to the 
call of the committee, no action having been taken on the design. 
No further meeting was held during the year. Many of the de- 
signs brought forward at this, and other meetings, were by some 
of the most popular artists of the country. 

The eighth annual meeting of the Association was held Jan. 
9th, 1*S4, the Rev. Isaac Jennings presiding. 

The seven memliers of the Association for 1884, elected by 
the Historical Society, were as follows: Charles E. Dewey, Geo. 
W. Robinson, Charles M. Bliss, Edward L. Bates, J. T. Shurtleff, 
I.. F. AbltoU and L. P. Norton. The following officers were 
elected : 1'resident Hon. Benj. F. Piescott, Vice President Hon. 



Hiland Hall, ^recording secretary Col. Olin Scott, corresponding 
Benj. F.'Vrcscott, E. J. 



Hiss, treasurer Luther K. Graves. Directors, 
. Phelps, Isaac Jennings. H. G. Hoot, A. B. 
Hough and Samuel B. Sauford. The mem- 



Valentine. J. G. McCullough : 

hers of the Bonn!, ex-vjflvio. were Gov. Geo. 1). Hnbinson of Massa- 
chusetts, Gov. Samuel W. Hale of New Hampshire and Gov. Sam- 
uel E. Pingree of Vermont. 

During the latter part of the summer and during the autumn 
of 1SS1 the Association held frequeul meetings, in the expectation 
that a design, something of the character of the "tall tower" of 
Mr. Hinu would be adopted. There was also some prospect that 
the legislature would make a further appropriation, and in view 
of having some ten thousand dollars additional to procure a site, 
a committee was appointed to confer with the owners of the lands 
needed, with a view to purchasing. Mr. Thomas Allen of Boston 
was elected a member of the Association, ami Mr. Olin L. Warner 
and he were apwinted the "confidential advising artists" of the 
Association. In view of the expectancy of the adoption of a de- 
sign for a monument of "magnitude of" dimensions ' a call for a 
meeting of the Association was issued as follows, and all the mem- 
bers were served with printed notices : 

BitN.NixtiToN. Vt., Sept. 29, 
Sin : — Notice is hereby given, in accordance with a voteof the 
Bennington Battle Monument Association, at a meeting holdcnat 
Bennington on the 27th inst., that a meeting of the Association 
will lie held at Bennington on Monday, Oct. 13th, at 2 o'clock r. 
si., to consider the adoption (on the part of the Association) of a 
design for the monument. (Signed.) C 'llAKLKS M. Bt.lSS, 

Corresponding Secretary. 
At the urgent request of Mr. Phelps this meeting was indetl- 
nately postponed, and at the next auuuul meeting the action of 
oue of these meetings was "stricken from the flies" on the ground 
of irregularity. One vote in relation to the purchasing of a site 
taken at another meeting was rescinded. This action rendered 
null the election of Mr. Allen, who was re-elected the same day, 
and also annulled the vote making Mr. Warner and himself" con- 
fidential advising artists." 

On the 2d of December of this year the Directors held a meet- 
ing at the office of the Panama Railroad Co., in New York City, 
with cx-Gov. Bice of the committee on design present. Ex-Gov. 
Prescott presided. Mr. Phelps presented a written report of the 
committee on design and the reiwirt was accepted and. the design 
of Prof. Weir formally adopted by all the Directors present. The 
report of Mr. Phelps was printed and distributed. Sulisequently 
the assent of all the other Directors was obtained. 

The ninth annual meeting of the Association was held Jan. 
14, 1885, Gov. Pingree presiding. Twenty-seven members were 
present. The action above noted in regard" to the action at the 
autumn meetings was Uken. Mr. Allen and Mr. Frank E. Mor- 
gan of New York were elected members of the Association ; a com- 
mittee on by-laws was appointed and the meeting adjourned till 
August, unless one should be called previously by the Directors. 
The Historical Society elected as its seven memliers of the Asso- 
ciation for the eusuiug year, Charles E. Dewey, Geo. W. Robinson, 
Charles M. Bliss, John T. Shurtleff, L. F. Abbott, Luman P. Nor- 
ton and Charles A. Pierce. The following officers were elected : 



President Hon. Benj. F. Prescott, Vice President Hon. Hiland 
Hall, recording secretary Col. Olin Scott, corresponding secretary 
Chas. M. Bliss, treasurer Luther R. Graves, Directors, Benj. F. 
Prescott, E. J. Phelps, Isaac Jennings, H. G. Root, A. B. Valen- 
tine, J. G. McCullough, Samuel B. Sanford. The Directors, <w- 
ojfkii: were the same as for 1884. 

As the difference of opinion between the committee on de- 
sign and the large majority of the Association in regard to the 
character of the design, was a radical one, the Historical Society 
now took a prominent part in its adjustment. In the spring a 
call for a meeting of the Society was issued, and on the 14th of 
April such meeting was held at the Court House and a committee 
of forty memliers headed by Gov. Hall, with power to add to their 
number, was appointed to bring forward a design of the character 
of that which Inid already Imsbii presented by Mr. Rinn. 

During the contest over the adoption of a design, excitement 
ran very high. A large number of our citizens, mostly deseen- 
dants of those who fought in the Battle of Bennington, early in 
this year addressed a letter to Gov. Hall in opposition to the Weir 
design. The Governor had addressed a letter to Mr. Luther R. 
Graves to be read at the annual meeting of |8<i when the friends 
of the Weir design expected to have their design adopted. It was 
not read but was published and circulated. Out of this letter and 
the published letter of citizens to Gov. Hall grew his more elal>- 
orate and famous letter, of June 1st, to the members of the Asso- 
ciation. A circular letter was also addressed and published signed 
by a large number of our leading citizens to the memliers of the 
Association urging their special attention to this important matr 
ter of the design. 

The "committee of forty" met on the Friday subsequent to 
their appointment. Gov. Hall in the chair, and after adding several 
more to their number, appointed a "working committee," so 
named by Gov. Hall, to carry out their wishes. This committee 
was Charles M. Bliss, Geo. W. Robinson, Milo C. Hiding, John 
V. Hall and John T. Shurtleff. A finance committee was appointed 
consisting of Messrs. L. R. Graves, Charles Thatclier and L. F. 
Abbott. Subsequently an advisory committe was appointed con- 
sisting of Hon. Hiland Hall, chairman ; Prof. Arthur L. Perry. 
Williams College ; the Hon. Joseph B. Walker of Concord, N. H., 
(a great grand sou of the Rev. Timothy Walker of Revolutionary 
fame); Prof. H. A. P. Torrey of the University of Vermont ; the 
Hon.'s Horace Fairbanks of *St, Johnsbury, and John W. Stewart, 
M. C, of Middleburv, Vt. 

On the 8th and 9th of July this committee met at Bennington 
and recommended to the Historical Society for presentation to the 
Monument Association at its August meeting, a new design by 
Mr. Rinn for a monument 300 feet high. Their report was printed, 
accompanied by a " statement" by the " working committee," and 
also by opinions of artists on tlie proper character of a design for 
a monument here. Four hundred copies of this document were 
printed and circulated. 

On the first day of June the President of the Society, ex-Gov. 
Hall, issued iu pamphlet form a personal appeal to the members 
of the Monument Association which was widely distributed. The 
report of Mr. Phelp9 on the Weir design, and the letter of Gov. 
Hall in opposition to It, are both preserved by many jiersons for 
the choice English in which they are written. Between the time 
of the annual meeting of 1886 and the August meeting of that 
year .Mr. Phelps, the chairman of the committee on ' 
been appointed United States .Minister to England. 

On the 11th and 12th days of August the Association met to 
act on the design presumed by the Historical Society. The meet- 
ing was the largest ever held by the Association, some thirty 
members being present. Gov. Pingree presided. " Gen. McCul- 
lough, on behalf of the Board of Directors, withdrew from the 
consideration of the meeting the monument design of Prof. Weir, 
to which the meeting assented." 

" Hon. E. P. Walton offered the following resolution, the 
words in parentheses being incorporated on motion of the Hon. 
Win. M. Evarts of New York. 

"Jlcsolv&i, Thni the design for ft structure tfarne hundred feet high roc- 
oimueudisl by the nilrUury committee of the Historical Society, to ibis As»o 
ciatlou, be adopted subject to such modification as the (committee of the) 
Association (now to be appointed) shall hereafter make; and also subject 

U ropriftdon S C ,ro ra Cu^rLTancf^^mYbrs'iA^" ' 
Hampshire and\ermnnU which have ahead" I 

" The resolution was unanimously adopted." 

Prof. Perry offered a resolution naming as the committee re- 
ferred to "the working committee" of the Historical Society, some- 
times called "the committee of five" and directing them to take 
measures to secure the appropriations for the use of the 
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Association. This committee at once began the work assigned 
them, but soon discovered that the Massachusetts appropriaUcw 
of (T.ftHi hi»d lapswi. Their hands were tlierefnre tied till the 
Massachusetts legislature could art, which it did hi March fi >1I< >w- 
ing by renewing tl>« appropriation, making It (10.000 ami. In June fund- 
ii'/ it *<• thnt it could u»i furtbor lapse. The committee in she meautlum 
raised about *ltM» additional subscriptions, mainly through the iiintnimen- 
talit) oi one ol tbeir iiuiuIkt, Mr. Geo. W. Kubinson. Tboy also ascer- 
tained bv UtnaJbU bid* lor the construction ol the monument, that it was 
practiiMble to build the structure 300 feel high, am] so reported at the »u- 
nual meeting in Jnnuary. 

The tenth annual mooting of the Association *>a* held Jan. 13th, 1(380, 
the Hon. James K. Hatchelder. Speaker of the Vermont House of Repre- 
sentative*, presiding. Messrs. Charles M. Bliss and Geo. W. Robinson 
were elected meiuliers. The Historical Society elected the following sewn 
members for the year msuing: Truman H. Bartlett, John V. Hall. John 
'1*. Shurtleff. Charles K. Oewey. L. V. Abbott, Luiuan I*. Norton and 
Charles A. Pierce, The following offluers were elected: President Hon. 
Renj. F. PresctHt, Vice Prci«<UmtK«v- b»»ac Jennlngn. recording secretary 
Olin Scott, corresponding secretary t_'h»». M. Mis*, treasurer Luther K. 
tiraves, l>irectors, lienj. r. Prcscolt. Inane Jennings. H- II. Root, A. B. 
Valentine. J. <",. MeCiillough, Horace Fairbanks and Charles M. Biles. 
The member* of the Board, ez-<^icio, were Gov. Kobiniion of Masaachu- 
Sett8.Gov. Hale of New Hampshire aud Gov. Pingrce of Vermont. 

A special meeting of Uie Association was held May l'Jth, Vice Presi- 
t Jennings presidiug. The 1'ollowuig resolution was adopted: 
"HcsohiJ. That the Hoard of Directors be requested to co-operate 
j the committee of live in their work, and that said I >i rectors be re- 
•joesled to at uuoe procure a plot or survey of the site of the inouuiuent 
and to locate the name, and to make »uch contracts as may be necessary 
to commence the work of laying the foundation tliereol it* early as possi- 
ble, and not later than the loth day of August of the present season.' 

Thenceforward the Directors and the " working committee" worked 
together as one committee. It was also resolved that the action of the 
meeting of Aug. 14th, ISrl5, whereby the "committee of five'' bad 
given power to modify the design for the monument, be »< 
as to give them power to reduce the size instead or leaving that power 
with the Association. 

A special meeting of tbe Association was held at Bennington on the 
6th day of August, ex-Gov. Fairbanks presiding. The following resolution 
was passed : 

"Jtwolrid. That the monument be located in the centre of the high- 
way, on the crest or the hill as nearly opposite the Old Continental 
Store House as practicable." The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

"Prof. Perry offered the following resolution i 

'HcMttred, That the working committee raised in 1885. be empowered, 
in co-operation with the Directors, to proceed at once to lay tbe founda- 
tion of the monument, of the design already adopted, with full power to 
ke contracts and cause tbe erection aud completion of the monument.' 
Mention unauimousl; adopted." 
The comruitte and Directors at once called upon Architect Rinn for a 
separate plan and specifications for the foundation of a monument 300 foot 
high, and said plan and specifications were furnished by him and printed, 
preparatory to advertising and letting, the date of letting being specified 
as the tOd of September; but, before the *3d arrived it was deemed advisa- 
ble, on account of the lateness or the season aud the near approuch of the 
session ol' tin- legislature to postpone action till another season. It was 
expected that the legislature would make an additional appropriation (or 
a site. This expectation was realised, and a bill was passed creating two 
commissions, one to determine how much land wan required for tbe silo, 
tbe other to purchase It for tho State or take the proper stupe to con- 
demn It. if purchase was impracticable. The first commission as finally 
constituted consisted of ex-Gov. John L. Barstow, Lt, Gov, Lvvi K. Fuller, 
ex-Gov. Horace Fairbanks, the Hon. Aldace F. Walker and the President 
of the Association, ex-Gov. Preseott. The second commission consisted 
of the four first named and Milo C. Hullng or Bennington. On tbe ap- 
pointment of Col. Walker on the Interstate Commerce Commission by the 
President of the United States, he resigned, and thu Governor appointed 
the Hon. Jas, K. Batchelder in his place. 

A special meeting or the Association was held Jan. Mh, to meet tbe 
State Commissioners. Col. Mason S. Col burn of Manchester presided. A 
n mil toe of three was appointed to represent tho Association bel'ure the 
mmissioners namely. Slcssrs. Root, Hall and Valentine. 
Karly in the spring or IHH6, and as soon after the action or the Massa- 
chusetts legislature as practicable, the "working committee" secured the 
approval of the design hy tbe President of the United Slates, tbe resolu- 
tion of the Association In regard to the right to modify, being furnished 
with the design, and the appointment by him of the Army Board provided 
for by the Act of 1891. appropriating (40,000 tor the monument. The com- 
mitter' and the Directors, in accordance with ttie action ol the meetiug of 
May 19th. proceeded at once to procure tbe evidence required by the Board, 
and on tbe first day or July it was presented. The Board reported August 
5th, but tbeir report was not known till some time later, owing to the va- 
cations or several public officers. It was found to be a trifle in excess or 
tbe I'uuds or the Association. The design was accordingly reduced, but as 
Congress was about to assemble it was thought advisable to ask for a re- 
mission of the conditions on which the appropriation was made, aud tho 
authorisation of the Secretary of Wartodetatl an officer of the Corps of En- 
gineers to superintend the construction of the monument in accordance 
with the action of the Directors at the Fifth Avenue Hotel meeting. A 
bill wa* accoTdincIv prepared with this end In view, and it was reported 
favorably in tbe House or Representative*; and the Senate committee un- 
officially favored it. But it did not reach a vote. Accordingly, the Gov- 
ernment monev was drawn on the basis ors design reduced to *M feet. 
As there was no prohibition in the Act against building a layer monument, 
the Government interposed nn objection to building one. The moneys of 
the three States were released on thr Irasis of a contract with Mr. William 
H. Ward, for n monument 301 feet high, aud correspondingly larger ovory 
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The State Commissioners at their meeting on the 4th of January, l**7. 
were in favor of sweeping the hill around the base of the monument of all 
the building* encumbering the site and securing about it acres of land as 
tbe Association formally, by resolution, requested them to do, so that a 
grassy slope down to the railroad, which was to be a principal art feature 
or the monumeut scheme, would be obtained. Their language in their re- 
port to the Supreme Court. February term is as follows: "There is pa 
question but that tho acquisition of a pt rt. or all thereof (i. e. the M seres) 
is desirable" but owing to a want of immediate funds only about U acres 
were actually reported b* necessary now to be acouired. This report is 
signed by Messrs. Barstow. Fuller, Walker and Prescott. Commissioners. 
Only about live acres have been secured under the act. and the removal of 
only lour dwelling houses aud their accompanying outbuildings i* so far 
secured, /W 

Th* set otf 1SSS provides lltut the Sln.USI H|'|>ni|,el*t*ri ti*T the fit*. ahatl lie rt^mdUil «tft|y 
on eomllilon tlml [he umtiiuueul ahall In. begun within an mnulha slier the is eeewrert 
br IB* State ui.l that the alnu-lun.ahi.il be llnlalieil within lt»e ;*an. A Want lis* be™ 
aigtle.1 securing In Ihu Statu s euiu|,lliuii-i< with thee* o-mllll"**. "Hie UKuen- are I.uther It. 
Untie*, Wui. »_ Hawks. »l. IWcirv II. Hurt. Akioio H, Valentine. .Intau T. Shitrtle*, MlluC. 
Ilullim, John V. 11*11 atel Irving K. Illliaoii. all citiseu* >:>l bemillifUia, but Dot all nieinlierB 
of the Aasueialirti. Work on llie monument begun »n the 4th of June, although the eiwi- 
trertor, u> i-rueum ibiu> fur the f oiui.Ut I<mi anil tafalngc, hatl euntueticeiu work on tbe Lj- 
Uaan aiej Filliuimi t|uurrU* brfure this. He baa three yeaxa id which Uj Dulah hi* csitraet. 
but expert* to lie lliruucli Willi It In the autumn of 1*NS. 

The Until annual ian-a'tlji|E of Uie A**fi<Utloll w»* betd Jan. 17th, 1SST, Prof, l'errr prewlil. 

Thm tlkatoriesl Sievely inenititra, elected hy that Society, tor tw-T were Jehu V. ltnl), 
. Ablest. L«nuui P. Norton, l.harle* A. Ilerce, Win. 11. Murjau, K. I), tvecinetl and la*. 
K. iUle.WI.tw. 

Tbe bt-lawa sere alter**! so that the Hoard of Director* eoulil bo Inereaaod hy three a*l- 
Jltl>«t*l uietnber*. 

Urn following uSVer* ware eleete.1 : Presklest ttuti. Iteu], K. rreseott. Vice rreelilent 



• - ■ — — wa. in i-|i ll*l>, I VV'IUIIII, tms-uu ^ •riiu .nini, llilluieiuuiUK HVIVUU1 s_ ta-ssa*. -ws . 

A. It, V»l W t.n*. J. «. McCulU.utjL H»r*r* t-^tlmu^, Tluulto M. Blii* ( JuET\. Hall. M. 
C. H tiling nnd J.>hn T. ShortkB. TTi« WrmU*n, m**»fk*o t (Jut. Oliver Ahim <*f W 



MkiNW, tiv*. Moody Carrier of H*u n twti.r* &iul Oit. R. J. Urtsubao uf V«rniont 
Tli* foUowitis Tc*-lutU'H urns aB*ui.euontlv »ili^>u*il, 

" ATr*v»/»W, Thnt Um oomiiult** t.f Aim a|ipi*ttitn4 At U»»t AtMUjt iii««tljitf la IMS b« ml 
Uivlr «>rn roqoe»t .l.K.'lukrgctl , ojiiI itmt All Uia |». »■>*>• unl fue»ctl«>im |a4<rwl'J>F>>r« granUMl to 
ni<l ctunmitte*. be friuit»t t« uul rMltW In tli« Itsmnl at DlTMtMfi mmi lh* X — - mt , -n 
bvrvbv o/tittn ut*un «ai>1 UtMutl full . ■ •■ .- f nuO MtlvnHy t.» tuak* wnltmtU, 1ml JJ ihm uiotu- 
nmetit, to tm *ub«U£.ti*ll} uttmt the tWnlgii lifrvtsifisTfr ttMirurtMl h| tb*ti AmutIaUimi. uhI <l • 
nil olUtcr tlilOijst iiooosuary u» carry out lb** »i.lr(t at UiU rt-noltttlnii m* «*>!! mm la r***t<»d ■-• . 

ftfl Cuiulb lor »u*rh tniaunntMit nml ppxtiiitic gjul outlKtUnc r«Ml* fur t»uou4i»>«iUj)J 
r uurfM«t*M L>«>u(*cU<.l Hi**rv« flit." 
A b|>««:.aI iiuMtlug »1 Hi* r\M.>cUti>n «» « >i«'H J an 1Kb, lit* Hon- ,h,hn V, HnJI iir***<l- 
Inf. M«**ra. M*H, ,Utlm T. ShurtlclT, Clina, E. D*rw«>y asx! TLovia* Wtailr vrro s»4(h:1«J iu««iu- 
bcra of tbe t\i«|iur«ll*tH lyj tbe AwociAtloii. 

A lUM-'tiUK -if Hi* KfaKnl of l»,r»*rts<r>. «<j*ttniting »! wtco UhtaI enfinbrr", wah Ii- lit »l ftrii- 
nl»fto«A|.riru'tl,, thr ll.si.. John V, iimtl.llng nt which a t>u*Mtiic 
eltwtnlct^ioMinfisf Mmitl Itont. VmlenUiwMisi Muling. to wbnra w*rv NMlMl »U . 
oui*e«ruln»g Um tiu>4i«cAttatt ot tli« tit* ten i*t tile iii(-<nuiiM-nt>, tbt> etwipU>riii«Bt i^iri _ 
au4 Hi** building <•# tli* it*ouunirnt gvw rally. A n«w fluiK* oviiiltt** vm »l»o e>«orl*M U> 
iaIm luribnr fiUMU fiw tbe *\MoelMioa ootwlaUug of Mown. HUm, Rl.urtWff And HaM. Mr. 
HUw tlwtriinlitg tli* (mwUiod, MrCiallouflh «m *l*ctetl to Oil ht* placv. ttu<WH)(i*ttt 

tBortlng* ut ihm IMrwUtm Hat* b**n beU, All At Itennlngton. at which a contra*! lW tb*t 
ttMilsuiuvnt was n«tb"rU*>i. with Mr. Win, 11. WnnJ of I >■»«•! I for atwat *I3 LOW) ; a onnimK- 
t** A|>iMiliit*«l U> Uatc ctiArti* uf Uic 10th of Auguat celebration »«n tbeptvt of lh* AatwUtUm. 
o.naUtir, k . ..f (Jriowb** Gw. MeCullough ant) M<«*r». Hall and MhurUetf . the «IUx*m 
uf Hfttinliigioh UitiUhI to tA>ke (ah In it ; the tirmiiil Lsudg* of Vermont 1st t ted to lay Uie nor- 
nrr t*u>u*, and a lUgyeatUm iu*wle tbnt th* (inuid Matter* of MiutachUaWtt* and Now Huuv>- 
ftbkrn b* a»kcd, hy the llrand Lodge of Vernvmt, to m uiM" ; and a comnlttoe of Invert' 
west A|iptHut*«l ouiuiiatliig uf Mraar*. Huui, Shurtlctf Mid Hullng. to Iat*M tbe 
IHC.'IX) of tU« Unvenmient funda nod the "ftOOfi of New Hampablr*. Tbe A ennocit MB.U0O 
aud tbe MAMachtMelta t>lu,U0t>, afith Alu.ttf. aud th* Acertted lutere*t nuf l!ijxn were Already 
ttiTeated. X* Uie t> ■utractof luuat eipetMl 410.000 of hi* uwu fuuda b*ft.<re he draw* any froen 
tbe Aa*>*«Utt<L*n, thette inv*iitod nioneii cam fur tbe mo»t (Art renutla oo Uiter«t tll£w>>-rk u 
well along next qirtug. 11» nggtvgAta uf thctt* »uiu« It will be ae«n la a trlUe abuv* gr4^U0. 
The AaBswlatiou IsJu aIao a let* tbouAAMl dullAi* uf tuo»tlect*.'d iubw-rhitlona, and tbe btate 



haa Apf>r»f<nAU<d #I«.0ou AddlUttUAl fur tb< 
to tint* eoiitr.buUxJ W tbw rtutnltig nor 



Turn dtlAsM 
uf Uie Ano 
i tbe 



f Bennington hnve from tlnia 
au a aid tbe Hu4c<li<Al Sorluty, 
lut t) never leru In tbe |«i 



of either tLe AaaoelAtluci >n Uie Huriet'y , but, taking Um aantftejra aiatrtbiiled and'aptin^ 
prlated f pjiu all *mrr«, tutd Ui* ItiUreal nln-wh t arm-d and U> be eaiuol while tbe luufciU- 
meat U lit !•*,.***. uf ntmetrnrtl'in, tbe nutn of aU.ut »KU t iaW ki ri*e.h*d. lt .» e*Un»Ated tbat 
aboAt * Jo^jaw tiion. ttr*- m.»0*<l U* vmrn out the no -uwu^iit rnt*»f|>flA* to the OnAl eompletloki. 
Thua, the csmtrArt |<t<>t>.|h« f«>r a w«>a!eii elAlrcaae : an Iruu -xie uc a flre-liriad Inclined pUn* 
eoueedeil to Imi <balr»l'lr>. w 111 aibl wyvenil tb^'UnaJAl dullAj>» to the t-<»»t. H«fsir* tb« ouittraet 
WA* AuUiajrlunl an fti< -rt «m imvl* t*> g«-t a full tni*rliiig uf Uw l>ir*<lur«. ^*r»L*|* at IUkUsii, 
na on* <if tin* nun-rra|i|r>nt TKrerUm had nagg» , Mf«l. an Uiai all i| ueatloua rrlatiug l<> tb* alutu** 
•uUtIs-.!, to Utx luiMllAtmtiini of tbe <L**lgii, t<» th*tmi|»li>yni*cit of a isrieiitif** eucliuter, to llwi 
u*Hiri>rMl»*lit uf mure IvAlid axouti*1 (be an*, an tbe Slat** tssmmiaidiii. bail |irtj|iou»r**t I. »ir»- 
\tU>, to th* hul Ming nf the fonrnlAtlofi at ori-r* by th* Ar*a«»riatiuo ami a* H>Mt|*«.rAtM liffwr f mm 
th* *> »ii tract for tb* atu.fl ; aji-1 all .-thir qn**ti<Hei>, etill iuHl*rt«nMiM*s1. emiUl br itiiK-ua**d 
Al length. It «u held that tbea* qnenth -ni* were U*t Uit)>..r1*jit l»» 1m. .b***Ud by a n»er»-)y 
Mrf ft -Hi-d, and off hand, but tbat lh*y twuld Wcneit^ei^aJMU^ 

UuArd during tb* aunmier while the fuiuidAtltrfi wa* gdng in. Tbla eSort In get a full meet- 
ing outald* uf ILeiitiliigton, took on a tangible f<-rm at Ibr iikeHlng rrf Uie '.v.-ii «f Ai*nl. mi a 
laotloai to b"1d ftveb a uioeUng bofur* th« oulitrnct wAsoUMejil.hut the tniKtonda-l iiiHt*r*rail. 

An Art 0:iiumk*»lui> baa recently been atip«iot*«l mh lb* .iui'i>ti<iN "f modifying tbe «le- 
algli fftr tb* umnmitent wM*h wa* referred tn the building e.^nnillUsp Anrll int. Tblacwai. 
uuawJun cMrtLimtf th* Architect. Mr. Klnn and the artieU. Me**P*. Ultu L Warner And TIk». 
Allen. At a Biuetlug of all the lucaJ I>ir*cfr» who were In tsiwn, h*ld lmiii*>liat*ly alter tho 
MMiM I meeting In Janujirv laat, airtu* *•*!> a«ouxh wa* urtantwiuutly re** sired «n. 

It I* a>4*t tli>> |»rovliiee iff tb* iUoajner, her* and now, to critic)** tbe deatgn. tToivtaloua 
for it* iiM-Jlfl.tatU.il are »tHl In foeev, and a cIaiib* tn tbe r-mtrnct pmrHee to* their eiwo- 
tlon, Aliouid Uiev hm derlitM i»m. hnt *rh*Uier any AJteratloin are made Mt not, It W c*rtaiu 
tbat a in- m, ( * ri-i.-ii K> v.>ltalli>iuirv *t*nt I* at la*t to receive pennaiwut cmmw-nioratlou 
hy a t"*w*Tllig »lrur*«rv on a ino**t iiiagulAoriit elte. To this end patrl.vtic citizen* all «T*r 
lb* onautry bar* *vnUHlMit«»d. tlva lbr*i* SUl** " wImm embattled fArurl!r»• aii.1 nrtitan* 
f.ni|{hl tl.ai AugwM rtghl Hi Ibrlr U.lit »l*v.c* ami never thuught of aoeue or funic." have 
til-ram •H-pnrjiriHl-.r, and tlu, Nau.av*. whoa* .ilMMM waa bare nimW «r*. ha* given of It* 



» llne,l>.r- 
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ERRATA. 

■a s«v »j1i Hn* frr*m the u*-.u'i 

ftt-sl -juaiu ." Itt the 11 Oh Hue f.-r >jitl»«.n tafcl -loggh-d," 

■ I.e. Ina, rvf »>.., "Ll .sa.lltli.t- I.filu llaii va a m\ * ' I - ia>... I .1 I. " 



**n *l. Ind mdnwit. In tbf ISh Un* frr^n the bottom f<if "cf-ar**" mul "c-mra*. 
In tbe lentli " ~ 



r> » ■ "• t. ** 
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